= SOME Md ry 


f ' them which were __-" 


589 "0 
Worth thinking © on. i} 
<0 Ms = 1 

14-7 

HELPS wPIETY.||; 
I N 1 

Four Hundred and Twelve Medit » 4s 
tions, Experiences, and Sentences, | Ve 


* ec. never publiſhed till now; ng. 
and now are as an addition: to: -. 1+ 


made publick. 
Together with a Seri 


The BEAU TY EY 


IPA Hit han ua > —_— : - 
2 Wa bo. o Wot” *,4"'F 2 2 + # AE” ow. 8 , _—_— 
F Ns we”. þ.- 4 oo 8 TRL »- 2 \ - . "-Y F 25 » $4 . 
To ALY $-40* 24 1 3% > A... IN FOO & ++ bo. ow F 
Panſ jp af. V2 us SO RR NY NN; Pres. L409 5» 4-485 : 
: E 6&5 * F bg on, #*  PRoASA B' 2a 543 abs Reef I £ "1 np 7 Par 2” 
ha. on 3s 3 _— —— 3 3» "ek ES” 2 "+ £ AS tg > 
+ S pn a Y Pat < l Is py © Wb * y 
- a "24 5 vs. ® z * ; Y T9 V Xs w—_ 
< % 


© 0 4 
AO 5% 
He. 


By RALPH ENN ING = MAb 

Heretofore Le&turer mn I 

Prov. 25. II. eee cogent 
1 


Pifures of Silver; i.e.both inviti 
lovly and defireable,becauſe plea 


Second Edition corret ed. ee Þ 
ons AS. 25 TR EEE: - 
Printed il Sralle bet LH inf 
Cateaten CIs rages” Lone C. "F 


3X - 
. f 
ka + 
WA 
” a. »TrE 
fy * 
va 4s 


_ 


evy 


4 


v3 F 
"23. 
i rvany 


y x * C5 
> © £5 _—_ 


. 
F 
1 
' 
[ 

4 


n_ 


$E35HCEHPLE 
0959999999 Fe - 


Good Reader, 
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dering at my appearing in Print ; 
I am willing to keep up the Cuſtonte 
and to make an addreſs to thee. 

IF thou flrange what I mean to 
publiſh more things of this nature, 
bavingPrinted ſo many already, 
tantum non almoſt promiſed to add 
no more, but rather things of another 
nature ;; I will intreat thee to ex- © 
eufe me;Tf T give thee not all the 
Reaſons I hawe for this my being 
{cemimgly to: blame. I will not re- 
peat wbat 4 bave ſaid formy ſelf in 
+ the former Epiſtles to\the Firſt and 
_ Secont Port of my Milk & Honey ; 
- #&n witl+ 1 only: fay, *Tis better to 
do alittle,;thanjuſtnoching;or#hat 
He who cannot do what he would, 
*muſt, do what he can or may ; But 
= ie will- conf eſs; That hawing 
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been many times told ad perſinada 
to believe,, that the former Fiepes: 
hawe been wekonie, and done forme; 
ood, as may. 2: Park be enineed: 
fromthe ſeveral Impreſſions of them. 
I was willing to bop e the like fuc-. 
reſ« for theſ my the arnats. fetal 
to moſt of the Sentences Thavead-' 
ded Scriptures 10:make; tbem dhe: 
more. clear and forcible; whiebis/an. 
adwvantage' the others bad nebe ; LY 
could ſay more,and. other thingshth. 
I think it needleſs... ' ry) nine 3 
1 wnſt acknowleds that I ny it; 
make an Entertaitnient far, nar 03 3 =] 
intend to tredt the Profeſſors: af Gs Gabe»: 
lJatttry and Wit ; andl thi ref Þ of ns : 
not preſent either d See a, 
Play-Book, but. ſonic lrg 
| ks x ondhelys jor *"Yy 
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a mind to be ſeriouſly good,that they 
may learn ( which is difficult , 
though not impoſlible ) to Pn 
ploy their thoughts and to do well, 
and ſo acquit themſelves, not ry 
as Profeſſors, but as them that arc 
poſſeſt of of, and live in the praGtice of 
prey. 'Tr but a little Book,, which 
will totrequire much tine or money 
to beſpent about it, and may ſerve 
for more and better uſes,than a meer 
dirverfion when thou haſt 4 little 
leaſure and a mind to be alone ,- 
L  hether at home or abroad, if thou 
| . do+pernſe it.” Tf to be ſhort will 
fleaſethecherc's brevity; if change 
 willpleaſe, here's variety ; if pro- 
# Comne tulir punGum qui miſe 
cuitutile dulci ) ill pleaſe, T dare 
ſay it ſhalt be thy fault; if thou be 
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not the better tor't : For it hath: ſo 
diref « tendency, and is ſq applica- 
ble to promote Religion; that thi 
canſt not chuſe but gain and profit 
by it, if thou be but conſcientious 
( as I ſuppoſe thee to be ); and 
the rather, it being ſo adapted to 
take the Memory, that it cannot but 
be almoſt as gratef% and pleaſing 


as a piece of Poetry. -- 


As to the other part of mine alf- . 


Promile of publiſhing ſome Sermons 


or Treatiſes ; this alſo I ſball en- - 7 
deawour to do : For the preſem® 
ſend thee a Token herewith, wiz..one 7 
Sermon of the Beauty of Hohnels,'- 
as a Pledge and Earneſt of my in- Tb 22 
tention to make good my Promaſe, if . 
God pleaſe. I ſball Jay no. more, 
but only beſeech thee to exerciſetby 
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ſelf x rg yeain Goflingſs 97 ay 
to trifle away thy preciavs Tode, | 
and fin away thy. prectons Souk. + 


If this contribute any thing to thy 
Times Redemption,or Souls $ wt 
tiow ( as I pray and hope that it 
may and will ) Gize Godthe Gly- 
ry, and pray for me, That while 1 


live, | may to the utmoſt ſerve the 


Will of God x my Generation : | 


Which is the great deſire of hint, 
who is a lower of all men, and wonld 


be glad, as he hath opportunity, to 


22 --&0. Sw to all, but eſpecially to the 
_"VH _ Houſbold of Faith, as the Exbor- 
ND Taper js, Gal 6. 10. 
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| ESE 0 finful things are too bad, robel_ - 
4%\Þ laught at - fot all charsholyt- - 
Les rcquircs Reycrence, and alt-'4 
{in if it be our ewn ) calls for. our Repos. -5 3 
rance; and if but other mens;it calls for out oe 
Sorrow, Pal. 119. 136. Phil. | 3.18, _ AA 
So that we muſtnot play with ſacred) nog-< = 
ſport with ſinful things, Eph. 5. $ 465 MM £ 
2 *'Tis2 poor thing,and "twill afford buy -_ © 
arty to have Re)! ion Enough 
fayc, and (ic may be) to adv: 


A 


FS eOly things-are; too Said; a 


; 8 $5.% mo SY Rs 
a” ©" —, 4 DA ”_ Se” Þ7 0 : < 


o palbiett - — 4 Ween 4 £ - - PR. 
-- 7 256. 3 Cv FREY . 3 
_— uh : — P, 1 [ BY 
: 


2 = Things worth thinking = _ 


dits ; yet not Cough to ſave our Souls : to 
have name to live, and yet be dead, Rev. | 
3 | , 3 *Thet trve Religion will never ſave hat 
E , man who is not true, bur talſe, whether in 
- ". ortothatRecligion, 'Tis not cnough to be 
; Orthodox, it we be not honeſt ; nor to 
hold the Truth; it we lrold it tn unrighte- 
ouſncts. Hypocrifie or Apoſtacy will ruine 
Proteſtants, as Infideliry doth ruine Twrks, 
Rwy, 1.18, Heb. 16. 38, 39. 
4 Alaſs! How prone. are ſome to thin 
of,and with to do.that evil, which they dare 
' not, and (# way be) cannot do : ſo that 
they are finncrs in heart and affetion 5 
though not 'tn act and converſation, Matth. 
. 28, 
| ? '5: Whoſoever _ and makes or tells a 
2». - lyc;wicneflerh ris ro be a:rruth, viz. that he 
E2... fears nor God, bur is afraid of man, Rev. 21. 
” = B+ -$ Wir h:27% 1J.- 
Res ( 46 Reaſgn orot ſhew ir ſelf more rea* 
4 pmabls.chan toleave reaſoning abour:mar»: 
=> # ers whichjarc above Reaſon, Kew. 9: — 
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Or, Helps to Prety. | "- 
$ Tan in the fleſh (though aka ) 


2rC tro Heb. 12.11. even {Weet Bryar 
and holy Thiſtle have their Prickles. 

9 Proſpericy was one of the bleſſings of- by 
che Old Teſtament, and Affliction isoue of 12 
the bleſſings of the New, Hark. 10. 30. %; , = 

19 They who ſerve: God as God would 
not befervodk and glorific him nat as Gods 
may and will be rewarded as they would 
not be rewarded, Row, t.21,24.1ſe.29.1 3,14. 

11 A meck and. quict bchaviour may 
commend us inthe ſight of good' men, bup< . 
a meek and __ ſpirit will commend us in _ 
che ſight of God, 1 Per. 3.4. 

' 2 As weſhould wiſhmen, and exhary _ 
them to be more moral than they are; :fo+ 
we ſhould wiſh that rhey were, and'icadea+- 
vour that they may be'more than maral>. - 
for though a moral man mjay ſeem .to@-- - 
good to go to hell, yer- if not. godly (wh obich - * Y 
wr by being 1 Giri Tefus ) he will not. þ 44 o 
| found good cnough to go to Heavenz, 4 Yn 
26, Rs Ws 10.21-and 12.334. #5 

A Chriſtian ſhould not be | Kol 
be uk he is ſafe, nor afraid he Hepes In 
Capers buc diſtruſt himſelf and: 4n 


lwaycs, Prov, Zo 53 6G 


Though a man may be 
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neyer.undone, if he benot : dang, Matth, 
”— 28. 

5 Tis worſe for a man tobe like a Beaſt, 
than if he had been a Baſt, (as to be laſci» 
vious like a Goat, than to bea Goar ) for 
what's natyral and inn6cear in the Beaſt, 15 
ſinful in rhe man - Oh.,' bur how much 
=—_ is it, when man 1s worſethan a Beaſt! 
Ta. 1. }. 

16 Of all Fools, a Fool in nadie looks 
moſt unlikea man, for he is like the beaſt 
that periſherh, Pſal. 45. 20. $ 

'17 Ah open hand is the'Emblem and 
Argument of a ſoft and render heart;/as 2 
ſhur or cloſc-fiſted hand is the Emblem and 
Argument of an hard. e. an uncharira- 
ble and covetous heart, Deur, 15. 7. 

18 [They are the forelt puniſhments;that | 
are made'of fins, as an hardned heart, which 

.- ISthe puniſhmentiof an hard hearr, as 'rwas | 

In Pharach: and being given up,which is etre - 

ment of them who give themſetyes 

lex I Rom.1.24,26.29. Epbeſ.4c 18, 19. 

- 19 The hearts of menarefſo outof frame 

that mending will not ſerye the'turh ; they 

. ruſt be new-made, or they will aoVEr Se 

good, Ezek, 3 6. 26. RL 

© 20 /The fins of thoſe: who are oirs, may. 

Wkly beokt oF for: wherothe Relation | 
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15 nearer, the Contagion is quicker, al 101 
| Infeftiop ſtronger. 'As Deur. 13. 6.. Ex 
| 34. 15,16. 
21 To mect with that eyil we lookt not. 
" |. for, willbe as troubleſome, as to'miſsthar 
| - 206d we look for : to goto Hell, which few 
| Þ men, as not ro go to Heaven, which moſt 
mea think chey ſhall, J&. 14, 19. Math, 
2.4. 50. 
| + 22 No manertresmorethan he that ſaith 
he cannot ecrre ; as no ntan lyes-more, than 
he that ſaith he neyer lyed. If we (ay we 
haye no fin, we deceive ( a» yet confure)our 
ſelves, for we fin in ſaying ſo, 1 Jeb». 1.\$: 
and do not only lye our ſelves, but make. - 
God a Lyar, who isthe Truth, and candor. 
] Ye, I Jobs I. 10, HO that th y who: pretend 
ro infallibillity and perfetipuyare* Gn not 
bon ſo) a contradiction n tg.God 3nd then, 
elves. 

3 They ſhould heat Fravers of the. wy 
poor, who would haye God hear rhſeirs, ho 
Pſal. 41. 1,2. And as they ſhould give to! © 
others , who ' would haye God give. t& 
OT: : fo rhey ſhould jorahg others," as' © "4 

ry would God fhonld forgive them; Mar. _ 
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or Merchandiſe, aone like that of godlineſs, 

it well followed, for tis nor only great gain 

at preſents buc for Eternity, 1 Tm. 4.7,8.8 

©. 6. 

25 They who att againſt their light and 
Conſcience, are like to loſc their Light,and 
makefhipwrack of their | LOMIEIERCe, Tim. 
I. 19. a d Rem.1.21.F Fohn g. 39. 

26 *Tis beſt to depend on him, who is 

abſolutely indep2ndent, z. e. God, 1 Tim. 6. 


17+ 


27 None bur holy ones ſhall ſee the Ho- 
ly One ; ſo God is called, and without belt- 
”e : nous ſhall ſee God, Heb. 12. 14. 
. 28 An hypocrite is oQ7e of the worlt: of 
- fianers, and will have: one of the worſt of 
puniſhscats. FamedſarFity i double iwquity, ; 
and he like the Firſt-born and Eldeſt Son; of 
of the Devil will have (as it ſeems) a double | 
portion in Hell, Mar. 24. 51.not only Hell, 
but che Damnation of Hell, Mat. 23. 33. 
29' Be nor envious ; for 'cis not 0 y one 
of the worlt Diſcaſes of the E EC, 47: evil eye, 
bur *cisro be like the Devil, who is the evil 
one, and-the.cavious one : Sq thatthou wilt 
be alwayes troubled with ſore eyes, even 
with:the ſore and rorngent of the Deyilzand* | 
with. ch eyes thou canſt neyer look. up [2 I 
Cog, + Pl. 37+ PMs-T3d (1 i io 
TY Solf= I 
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© 39, Solrarineſs (and living lager ant of 
{ociety ) 15 a;{ly, encmy) for 1;,mgſt. 'Pa- 
rates 2, many nat only from -$6de1vin ga Pur 


doing good, whiclr is one of 'rhe; grear ends 
of a.mans coming.into the World, Eccl.-4. 
9,---12, Belide,the mind of man beſt knows 
its good or evil by. praiſe ; Speculation is 
laſt acquainticd with it: and avoyding -of 
company doth bur'make the paſſions mare 
violent,. when they meet with fit Subjacts: ; 
' 30 A manshappineſs or miſery /15 not fo 
much from his condition,as from-his mund,; 
S me men have.a Fortune ſufficient to-give 
content,but are not content with a ſufficient 
fortune; Job 20. 22,Eccleſ, 5. 16, and thete 
are others, who though they have bur lit- 
tle, yet want nothing, having learned 1n all 
eſtates to beconrear,, Luke 22. 35. Phil, 4.; 
iT. | 
31 Allis but Lip-wiſdome that wants: 


ther rhan a forme ofgodlineſss. Theextel-- 
f the K Chriſt, 1559, 
know hirn in tnion, commulnion; and gon-, 


- * A 
« © I - 


4 "2 
% : 
: 2 i aw wit $4 o p 
g b. DF 
p » WR IB : 6. £5 a 4 TEONPEIITS "7 
d TG, a>; 6c _ _h, : 


bn aA, tt A 


8 Things worth thinking 0n< 


- $2; The God of Nature never teacherh 
-amaaturalineſs ; nor doth the God of 'Order 
reads orallow confuſion; 1 Cor, Ig," 335" 

33 Aſtrological preditionsare cittier vain 
or infallible; if thar, rhey.are not ro be- re- 
ſpeed; if this, rhey are not.to prevented; 
and therefore on both-accounts are not to 
be heeded. Wiſdom and Vertne are the beſt 
Proptiers tobe conſulted and followed, 7/e. 


8.19,.20. Iſa. 46. 13,14) I's. Eccleſe 11.4. 


34 Weare beholden to God, not only 
for ſupplyits onr wants, but for chaſtiſing 
our wantoirneſs, Pſal.89. 31,32. His rod is 
the rod of the Covenant, Ezek. 29. 37. and 
his rebukesate from his love, Rev. 3. T9. 
"is in-very faichfulneſs thar he doch afflift 
uSs Pſal. 119. 75. and we may. therefarc 
 takeevilathis hand as well as good) Job 2: 
Io. and blcſs him for taking as well as gv= 
19, -as Feb-1. 21. and fay with David 'tis 


good tobe afflicted, Pſal, 11g. 71. for it 
c6mcsfrom a-good root; his Tove ; and tlic! | 


+: fruit is good too, ſeeing it is;fot the taking 


-_-—* away of fin, Iſa. 27. 9' and'to make ps 


partakers' of his holineſs; Heb; 12, 10.” 


So thathowcver ſeverdyGbd ſeem. to deal; || 


witl'uszwe have cauſe ro thaftk him, 1 Theſ. 
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our itiany cftate.is mifcrable, Phil. 4, 11. 
EcelWf..q;33;: -:- ate 3 351 fa 
36 Woes make. the ſhorteſt time. feem 
loag ; and joys make the longeſt timeſeem ; 
- | ſhort: ob; Ercoaicy, Eccrnicy 1s that which 1 
3 | makps woes wots,” and joys Jovs indeed ! : 
| dat, 25.46. 3.0 4M 
37. "Tis greater: honopr for any to be 
- | Godsdervants, than 'tis.chat a grcar many, 
- | and many grcat.men arc-at their ſervice. 
' | When David would have built the Temple, 
* | faith God to the Prophe,Go tell my ſervass 


Davis, 2 Sam.-7.:5. bur when David had 
{1nncdin the matrer of Vr:ab, 'tis only faid, 
the Lord ſent Nathanwnta. David, 2: Sam, F2. 
1: the Title of honaur #27 ſervant 1s [left out; 
Our:honour dics when. we livein and unto 
fin : God will not honour them with the -._ © 
| Name of, hu. fervants; who: difſhonour” him” 
| by ſerving their own luſts, Rew.: 6.116,+-201 + *,*3 
38 *Tis clear andvevidenty that” ir icoft 
the Apoſtles as :much ( if nor. :more i pains - 

| | to preſerve them4n che zrutht ; whom. © 
- | they had converted thaw it! did'itoiocan> © 
vert chem ar' firft 125" by theie Epiſtles 

 'J* 25 apparent; and! tis in (ir ſelf as"'ipreat 

| aniaſtance ofthoparer of Godz Ffalirie.7: 

. 4 compared/with !aPre; a5, As wicked j 63-4 
| + aca; converſions; foi converted ones need © Þ 
nigh B 3 © -trengrh- * 3 
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{trengthening, Luke 22.32. and to beexhort- 
ed not to be high minded, bur to fear, Rem. - 
11, 20. and to take heed leſt they fall, 1 Cor. 
IO, 12. 
39 'I was Sauls ſad complaint, rn Sem. 
28, 15. 1 ams ſorely diſtreſſed, for the Philiſtines 
make war again me, and Ged ts departed from 
me - Sodolefully (and'more ) will ſinners 
one day cry out, ſicknc(s, ſin, death and 
devils are upon me and God hath forſaken 
me, and I know not what to do. Oh for- 
ſake not God by finning: leſt God forſake 
you for {1aning againſt him. and his wrat 
come upon. You,. Eph. 5.6. BID Ire 
.:40.W hen God ſaw all.thathe had done 
to be very.good, he-entercd into reſt, Gen. 2; 
2. {o'when'we can:;ſee what we have done 
to be good and well dove, we:may enter mro 
the reſt of a-good conſcienceherc,. 2 Cer.:!. 
13, and ſhall cntcr into: the Reſt; the Sab- 
bartiſme of glory hereafter, Heb. 4. 9, 10. 
Let. us labour thereforc-:to enter into that 
reſt, -and labour fo» that: rcft may be the 
end of qQur Jabour,Heb. q2117;  Revelling n 3. 
_ [4 Nextto impenitcacy:take heed of late 


aft] repentance : for thaugh itrue - CEPCNTANCC is 


never: too late, yet Jate repentance is.ſeldeme 
true j, atid if true ( & we) beij;yer it;muſt 
needs be vcry:uncomfortabie;becauſc _ k 


- 


"% 


& 


— 


Or, Helps to Piet). "mi 


——————_—. 


—/ 


_——_— w—— _— _ — <—_—_—_—__  - 


hath fin'd as long as he could,- and cannor 
live longer to give proot of his repentancey 
| Prov. 27. 1, | 
a2 42 Some mens repentance is very ncar 
| aSCrazed and taulty,as thcir fin; they rc- 
| pent of their fin bur ſfintully :* tor their very 
| repemtance-needs repenting ot, as isimplyed, 
| 2 Cor.7.c.{ceing it lows but from a world- 
8 ly ſorrow: they would make us believe they 
+ | fcel greatremorſe, and are inwardly much 
- | difpleaſcd with fin, but as ro amcndmeut 
> | they ſhewus none. As for that Repentance 
: | otoldagext's for the molt part but acciden- 
tal, tor they leave not ſin, bur fin leaves - 
: | them : andafſick-b:d Repentantcis {To of- 
zen) I;kerhe man, ». e. tickly.: and the reepy 
: | very ofthe man to life, hach; many tmes 
> | proved his Repentance.-dead, | becauſe; ht 
hath not walkr-1n newneſs-of life, but xe- 
turned like the dog.to lis yorit, &c.;2. Pt. 
2. JF. | | eo Tomrnoenaet 
43; If the form of Godlinefs wichourt the 
power cannot go-to heaven. ſurely rhe power 
of yogodlineſs muſt: needs goto hell 2/718, 
-3Z«.5+ Rom; nk. 18; orb ET 
44+ There is but one: way to heavens jcb# 
14.6. As 4.12. but there arc many. wayes * 
to hell, as many-as there are fins-;jand,*fs - 
all one te theDevilz{o we goto hell, ylitther 
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I 2 1hings worth thinking on 


—— —— 


we £0 in the common road of Profaiicneſs 
er inthe ( ſeeming ) pleaſant walks of hy 
pacriltic, Aatth, 24, 5: with Leke- 12; 
ny Hs 
: 45 Fe that would have hisafftictionThote 
orhave calc under it, ſhould quickly 'a»d 
quietly fubmic ro God; tor when we fubſcribe 
ro his wiſdom and ſubmic ro his will ; 
"tis as it, and as much , and better than if 
we had had our own wills, Pſal. 3g. 9. 
46 Sclt-penance is will-worſhip,and meer 
Epicuriſme , where pain 1s pleaſant ; for as 
long as people impoſe it on themſelves, they 
a» mot atny ther own will, bat fullfil it, and while 
they beat down the body, they do bur puffe 
ap the fleſh, Col, >. 20z--2 3. phe 5d 
".47 A feared conlcicncey' an hardned 
heart; /a being given vp; #54 Kind of fore 
rant and earneſt of, yea 4s it were a ſealing 
fapof men todarmnation; for whereas the 
damncd arc in hell, hell is in theſe © and 


wouid any think madiiefsor the deadPallic 


tobe beſt, becauſe ſuch men "feel nothin, 


* 


'$4 greater puniſhment than avy- other; 1t- 


bring that'of loſs, 'Rrm. 1. 28. Eph. 4; 181g. | 
2 Theſe, 11,12. T1 TW. 4, by $817, 


wa te 


48' There 15@ necefitty of df [pfopetivn 


'* Were: 


Us. a, (7, 


Or, Helps.to Prety.- vi 13 


wereall perſons cual, rhe world eould' mor 
conhi(t ;- Superiority aud [nferiarity- are -the 
Pillars thereof ; and therefore,” weare fo'ot- 
ren-called upon to obzy them that are oyer 
us,-2nd that-not for wrath ſake, but for con- 
{cicnce, Rom, 17. 5. 7 

49 Man ſecms*to be one of 'tthe' weakeſt 
parts-of rhe Creation, for there's {ſcarcely a 
crearare, by which he hath not 'been- con- 
quered ; A flicz che kernal of a grape, &c. 
hath overcome 'Congucrouts= Mice, Lice, 
&e.avere toochard for rhe AEpyprians. We 
need therefore pray as David, Fſa!;:29.4-and 
with Moſes, Pal: g0, 12. and/to think 'of 
what is ſaid James 4. 14. for though: we 
know chat there isbut ohne way' of coming. 
into the world, yct none knows how may 
ways there arc of going out. o BET 

5o "THis a known Maxime, that 'a/Nepa- 
;7ve makes nothing known ; for we khow things 
by: difcoyeting not what they are rot , 
bur what they;are : and rherefote' to give 
only negative Charatters "of: Chriſtians. 
13 -ndt-+to; deſcribe -themn',/vibt' eanithey' 
obly make them known ro theraſelves* or 
others : Hence throughetit rhe Seriprure; 


the Negativeand the Afﬀirtharive /are for 


the moſt part Joyird . cogertiery' Rom" #2: 


$1 Pt, 1, 14415, Eph. go tmpeinyg;” 
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4 1 God in Scripture compares his Church 
to an Eſpouſed Wife , and himſelf ro an 
Husband yea to a "Teahow: Husbara ; how 
careful then muſt they be, who are marri- 
ed to ſuch an husband , toabſtain not only 
from all pollution , bur from all ſuſpicion 


of fin! 2 Cor, 11,2, 3, 


-\#+; There i is a natural over-charitable 
affeftion in men to their own ways, Prov. 


16.2. avd21,2, and(which yet ſeem ſtrange) 


the worſe they are , the more men arc in- 
clin'd to favour them ; bur the reaſon is,be- 
cauſc the worſe they are , the more they are their 
own : for mens ſins Arc not ſo much from 
the Devil as-from themlelyes » and though 
he may tempt » yer 'tis they that ſin, Jews, 
I. E4. 

53 He that by Grace is as good as the 
belt, was by Nature as bad as the worſt, 


Eph. 2.2 3+ 


54 Before the cothing of Chriſt, the Fa: 
ther ruſted the Son, that. he would make 
ſatisfattion ; and fince the coming of Chriſt, 
he rxuſts 4 the Father, that he ſhall have [atisfa- 
Ein , Wh ſecing the iravel of his foul {atcly 
deliver + Iſa, $3.11. - 

"ey Woman tmay loonce- bedetive; 'd 

Ms 2 Child with eaſc, and-ina dream, than Z* 
man may repent without ſorrow 5 2 Cer. 7, + 
7 0, I I, WE | 56 In 


——__ 


m_ Helps to  Piety. 15 


56. In knowledge men ( [cre men ) arc 
ſomerimcs ſaid to be like Angels, but -no 
man is like God but:in holineſs ; fo thar b:- 
lineſs 15 4 greater per febtion than knwledge ; and 
for any to lay , {auſe the Hily One of lfract 
t9 ceaſe from before us , as ſa. 50. io, 11, IS 
a language very unbecoming men ; for 
'tis like that ot Devils, L«ke 4. 34. Le: 
| #s alone ; art thow come to deſiruy ws £ 
what have we ro do with thee , thou Holy 
One ? 

57. The Humane Nature of Chriſt a- 
{cends as high as the Divine Nature deſcen- 
&d , that 1s, ts the utmoſt poſſibility : Gad 
could ftep no lower than to become Mau » 


nor man riſe higher. than to be one with 
God , Jehn 1.14. Eph. 4 10. 


58 A Chriſtian ne think he Ln E:0 4 


yea , gains mach by Chriſt, if he ſave his 
{oul, whatever ' 'ofles he ſuffer for Chriſt, 
Heb, IC, 34. 

59 They may have what they will, of 
God, who will have but whar they may z 

I: John5.1 4: on they:that will haye mares 
are unrea{onable. 

60 Love is the bond of Peace » Eph. Ms 

3s: for, bj-ie the members of the bady. of 
+ Chriſt are. united one ro another, /46 
fauh Hep are-united to. aka head, C kelp 


19:7, 4. 61 L. 


— 


76 1 hings worth thinking 07 © 
61 jeſus Chriſt ſuffer'd without any de- 
merit of his , that we might be happy'by 
his merit 3 he died, not deſerving it that:we 
might live , though we do noc deſerve to 
live, but'tro dic, 1 Pert.3 +8. | 
62 *Tis onething robe angry , another 
to hatc ; herthar haresis angry,burihe that's 
angry doth nor always :hatc. God #5 of tes; 
angry with his people, but doth never hate them ; 
and many men arc angry with their 11s, bur 
do not hatc them ; whereas againſt fin xye 
fhould- cxprefs, not only angcr:, tbue ha- 
' tred too, Epb. 4. 26.: Prov. 16,6, with $. 
T2, a4 3&4} 3&1, 
Selj-lexial js-lawtul, and theonly al- 
lowable S «lf-murther » Val "1s commanded, 
eAMatth, I'6, 24s 
64 - Many pcoplc fear {in , who-donot 
hate ic, 4s ſome do a Linu +. Wicked men 
may'tear it ,- bzeaule *ewitl ſhamethem and 
damu them ; but good men fear it , becauſe 
twill odiſhonour God-, and defile them. 
The burnt-child :dreads ithe (fre, becauſe 
*ewill: burn , -ochers ithe iyery coal, braauſe 
twill black them , Gen. 39:9; -Matth, Ts. 
65 Tnall aves, Got cicher preferved his 
people from, or fapported* thery wrder: 4 ot 
. deliver then of remptationsand afhi- 


ions, 2Pe. 2.9. 66 Whea 


I 
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66 When any pcrfot gocs to hear a Ser- 
mon 3 "tis much ( whoever hete ) if he team 
not ſomething he knew not betore ; or haye. 
ſomething called ro remembrance,” whith 
he” had torgotten ; or be' pur! in mind of 
ſorncthing which he had nor praftisd, ac 
traſt 'not fo fully and well as he ought 3; 07 be | 
not confirm'd in what he hath bchieved , 


*Phil.3.1. 2 Pet,1,12. 2 Tim, 3.16,19, Matth, A 


I 3. 52. 

"6 There rs a greardifference between 
the ' Children of the Kingdome , and 
the Children of the King : the Children of 
the Krmgdome may be caſt our , eMarth.$.15. 
bur not the Children of the King, Fohn 6. 
37» -- 40. | 
ths They who eſcape clean hearted 'and 
untainted , clear-handed and nncorrapred, 
from managing the things of th% World, 
clcape by ſome worder ; the molt afte&tcd with 
it, are molt infeted by 'it.,, 1 Tm. 6. gg 
10. | | 

69 This, world is, and. all the enjoys 
ments: bF it are mixed, andatthebelt ar 
but 61ttey« ſwhtts : tmallaydd (atisfatiobs are 
joys too heavenly to fall to any mansſhare 
otfFatth.. Crowns arc not without thelic 
cares "Pal. 1.6. Ir, * 1 
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18 Things worth thinking on © 


70, We are much ro blame, that we do 
n0c truſt God with our ſelves; but; pretend 
to rclie more on our, own condugt ,. than 
belongs to us : therefore do our defires [> 
ofren miſcarry, and Our 1i)cats fo ſeldome at- 
tan the wilht-ftets, God is angry at.qur 


afcriptions to humane Wiſdom, and craſ- 


fcrh us often , that we may learn to ſee ,. at 
what colt we truſt our ſelves and neglet. 
him » Pſz!. 52.7. and 20, 7. | 
71, Onemay wondcr that fo many repu- 
ted wife men ( as Achitophel, &c.) ſhould 
play the fool ſo much as they do; but,: one 
caunot expect that Winc ſhould be drawn 
err of pots full of nothing but watcr,, #- 
tefs it bebymiracle ; no more, may it be cx- 
pecitcd , that-.men ſhould a& wiſely , ill 
LzCY fear God » for that # the beginning of. 
w dome, asthc wiſeſt of mea tells us, Prov. 
V7, | | | 
22 One woyld be loth tacall mcn. fools, 
jor tis a diltaſting and diſpleaſing word ; 
ct as he faidot the men of Athens, Though 
Iwillno: call them foels.,.. I will fay, they 
do'the famethings.'that feos do;: and truly 
;f wiſe men will wear fozls- coats, they can- 
not think-ir ſtrange if they. be taken for,and 
calle] fouls. Alltin is folly , and they rhat 
wear that livery, whoſe pride conpatlot: 
II chem 


A + $ * & 


+ Or,"*Metps to'Piety. ug © 


\ 


them about as a chain, and violeneeco® 
veretl: them as a garment , P/al. 73.6.-wil 
be- lookr. on: with an evil eye, and called 
| foolifh, though they proſper, v. 3. ' And 
\| . he that would not have us {ay the foal; 
without a cauſe, will allow it to be 
 faxrd when there is cauſe, Luke 12. 20, 
21, | > 
73 "Thoſe who proſper for a while (as 
 Twrk;and Pope ) without Gods counfel and 
direftion', they are: but rods of :hisanger's 
and jaſtruments/ of his. indignation; and 
ſhall proſper »0 longer than they are in theie : 
Executioners Office, ſa 10. 12. and 244 . | 
25, Yea, as Proſpetity is Gods blefiingea® :! 3 
the good, tis hiscurſe on the wicked; Pravite”” * 3 
32z FEY UF IH TET 18 6 oy” IJ, * ? 
..74 Sickneſs, and beating down the body; ; 
may weaken the a&s , bur not deſtroy: the © #7 
luſts of the fleſh ; :1hey. may make: mable. but - 7 
rot wnwilling to fi: ' This is done only by the v4 
Spirit ,: Rom, $.13;:{f-yriive after the fleſh, ye © ©? 
ſha# die;;. but if ye through the Spirit ,'. do mrs ©, 
tific the deeds: of the body, '5e fhall live, And 
Gal. 4..24, 25. They that are (hriſts bave crw- - 
erfied the fleſh,, with'its affefttons ard lnfts-: and 
if: we live 1n che Spirit, let-14 walk 1s the Syi= 
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75 As 12 good: meit ». though the out- 
waxd man pcriſh , the-tuward man' may:be 
renued day by day, 2:Cyr,.4. 16. Soinbad 
menythe lults of the old man may bs ſitong, 
when the man 1sold-ang weak. Concapife exe 
514 nox ſereſcrt ; Luſt grows nat decrepirand 
teeble, when the man doth, 1 Kings 21. 
4. 

76 Som? perſons make fo bold with 
none as with God, for whom we ſhouid 
have the greateſtrevercnce: and they who 
dare not take a mans name 1n vain; not 
give him the lic, yet dare to blaſpheme 
the Name of Gol, and make 'bim a'Liar , 
Lnke 22.65. 1 Jobs 1.10, E424 

77 Wickeducls may well be comvared:to 
2 bottomleſs pit , into which 'tis more cafieto 
keep oncs {clt from falling, than beins fal- 
len, to.give oncsf&lt. any tay from talling 
whnicely : Take hced then of the fitft mo- 
tionsand beginnings of :cvill, for rhea fin 15 
weakdft., and we arc 'ftrongelt'; #«t 1t: we 
give way to-andigratfiett,, fin grows upon 
tis; thargers and welofeltrength , Prov. 23 
29. wd 3, 18, 19. 4nd 7.25,.36, 27. 414g. 
E8 -47d-5. 3,--- 14: Ephog:1g. Therefore 
-tts. {aid ro us yi Evter: rot ante; the way of: the 
wicked, no not enter , not pur a foot for- 
Watd:, Prov, 4.14, much leſs go ; but as 
v.15. 


Or, Helps: to Piety. "0 x 
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”,'15.''P. Avoid it; 2. Paſs not « by is 
3. Turn fron it; 4 And Paſs away 
J1/6 Cannot ſtand at too. great a diſtance from Ps J 


Pal. 1, 


73 All Love, but our Love of God , 58 


| beſt, when (ke other Rrvers) it keeps withirr 
compaſs ; bur thar'is beſt, when (Ike Nilze) 
ir overflows : Mediocrit 7, Which in all'o- 
ther Love isan excellency , is as to the Loye 
of - God ar imperfettion, We may be.roo 
prodigal 'to- creatures; and give them too 


much. , which we cannot to God : "1 fy chan all. 


is too little : more than all ; were'nor too 
much , if *twere but poſſible, x Cer,7, 295305 
3I., Math, 22.37. 

29 -He tliat will kearn of none but of 
himſelf,” will have but a fool ro his Maſter » 
Prov;1.7; and 3.5: and 26,12. | 

% We have at any time fin eiough to 
merit Bbds wrath , P/al. 1 30.3. bur. we ne- 
ver have goodneſs enough to merit-his fa- 


wot ;_ being ar rhe beſt lets than the leaſt of 


mercies',” and beholden ro him. for what Z 


we'd and give, as for what we rcceiyey y 
1 Chror: 29. 14. 


$1- The Grace of 'Cod is free 5 atid Ree 


ly beſtowed! upon us ,. without any MErIKOr- 


motive-in_us.'' A nieriting Creature (muci 
Tours fitinerJ" 1 a centradGicn it adjtflo , is 


og 4 


ts... tm 
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the Schools ſpeak, Doing all our duty; 
(which i is bur paymeat of what we, Owe » 
and. is due debr co Godl ) is ſo tar from.me- 
riting , that it leaves us under the Name of 
weproficable ; and God is not obliged rothank, 
us fort, as che infalliblerruth cells. Lake. 
17. 9, 40, much furchcr off arc we, theo, ; 
from mcciting, unlefs ir be the,.name. ot. 
more uipr oficable , yea of idle and, wicked 
ſeryants , {ccing (having ſo razed) we hayectal- 
tea ſhortot our duty and Gods glory ». Rows, 
3533+ And as for MOAtIVES, there WCre NOI. 
tus , unleſs we will ſpeak fool fbly tn wit , 
- and(ay,. the want of motiv2s was OneNrr. pl 
53.7,8. Ezck,36.32. | 
82 Tis 2 notable Declamations ! and. a 
txaz one , Which is made. ( ſomewhere), a-! 
Sainſt Luſt 3 in theſe ſtgnifican: terms. , Luſt: 
is the Fewitcher of Wit, the Rebel co Reaſon, 
the. Betrazer of Reſolution , the Defiler of. 
— - Thoughts, che V:dermiver of Magnanimi- 
yrs hc Flartger of Vice, the Slave to. Weak» , 
B. - ncfs, the [yfeftior of Youth ; the Cate, 
of. Age, the Curſe of Life, and in the con- 
clufion ) che Keproach of Death : and 
bore: rcad, 1 Per. 3, 11, and Tutu 2. Ty 


<F God hath madeit our diity tob þ Py. 


PF; for we cannd:. pleaſe him, if we DOT... 
pleasd - 


Las | 
bad 


"I Felje 7 to Hers.” 7 4 


pleas'd-our felves : : He rakes wo ſerie 
_ z,mheren we rake Y0e; Yeateh made 
the teans'of our happigeſs a patt of it, ws. 
NE Yee 19.11.77 Fohn 5.3. Pſal. 49. L 
Tis a common infirmicy*'in mo 
( I, in ſore it may deſerve a worſe Name) 
rhaSthey are more aſham'd ro repent, chan 
ro offend , Fof. 7.19. 
$; Some Artribures of God are ſuchi xs 
proceed from his Nature ; as Holineſs, Ju- 
ſtice , Faithfalneſs, &c. Some , which 
though in his Nature, yet proceed from his 
Will; as Grace, which retersto Unworthi- 
neſs'; Mercy , which refers ro Miſcty ; 
Forgiving ,' which refers to Offence 7 of 
them it may be ſaid , he cannot butbewviz, 
Holy, Juſt, &c. but of theſe”, that he may 
chuſe whether he will , »1z. be Gracious, 
Mercitul , pardoning, or-not ; and heisf0 
but ro whom he will « for though he bean» 
finitely rich in theſe, yer they might hays 
for eyer remain'd in him , without any de- 
termination of his Will ro ſaveany man. | 
But oh what Kindneſs is this tomian s ec, 
both his Nature and his Will aredeclar ham: 
tous! {o:rhar he 1s not only Gracious, a5; : 
according to his Name, Ex2d. 34. 6, 7: Es 
Faichfal 3nd. Juſt to forgive and Janie 
eng that confeſs their fo and belieye. in... 
5 Tefws 


Þ Rnd 


24 T, hings worth thinking on - 
Jeſm, I Job! i. 3, Kew. 3.26... 


86. Some of the Attributes of God are 
zncommunicable to. the Creature ; a Creature 


cannot be Infinite, Eternal, Abſolute, and 
independently Perte&t, &c. bur others are 


communicable, yea communicated in mea- 


ſure: yet theſe are ſo lictle poſſeſt and ex- 
preſt by Creatures , that the Scripture makes 


hem peculiarly God's : for 'tis not only. 


aid, there is no God beſide him , but thar 
there 15 none good but God , e Marth, 19. 
27. That he 1s the a Potentate, 1-7. 


6.15. thathejs c»ly wife, 1 Twn.1.17. and 


that he »/y hath immortality ,1 Ti9m.6.16. 
+ So that Creatures have great reaſon to be 

thankful for , but none to be proud of, 
whatcver Excellency God hath imparted 
to them, Jer.9.24. 1Cor:1,20,31. 

.£7 If God lookt over his every Days 
Work , and were not contented till He faw 
that it was very good ; much more ſhould 
we look over onrs, ahd not be pleas'd, un- 


lefs we can ſee all very good: for God ſees 
and -knows not only his cwn , but our. 


works. *Tis ſaid to every of the Angels of 
the Seven Churches. [ know tby Works ;, and 
many times over iis ſaid , he will render to e« 
very man according to his works 5 Pſal. G2. 1 2. 
(with ro, or 11, places tothe ſame purpoſe 

198) 
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- Or, Helps to Prety. 25 
in the Marginethere) not that we are jaſti= 
fied by works , for that's by faich , Row. 3 
28, but ro ſhew » that faith without works 
isdead , and' that there is as great need'ok 
works to juſtifie our faith, as there 1s 
faith ro juſtifie our perſons ; James 2. 17. to 
26. | FA 

$3 Hin being the greateſt evil , and Holis 
neſs the greateſt profit (it being Gods glory, 
Exod, 15. 11. ) WE may very willingly part 
with that good , thetaking away whereof 
ſhall rake fin away with it , Iſa. 27. 9. 
and very cheertully undergo any evil, the 
deſign and end of God init, being for our 
profic , to make us partakers of his holineſs, 
Heb. 12.10. 

$9 Sin being the diſeaſe, and Holineſs 
the health of our ſouls ,: and the chaſtens 
ings of God being the Phiſick ro effett this 
cure by; ſurely , we had better take the re=- 
medy, though it make us ſick , than keep our 
diſeaſe, which will make us die, Heb. 1 2. 9. . 
the remedy 1s berter than the diſcafe , affix 
fon better than fin, Fob 36.21. Twereanill 
choice to chuſe {fin rather than aftliFion ;- 
clean contrary to that of Moſes , which wag. 
one of the Nobleſt that eyer was » who 
choſe affliition, and nor the pleaſures of , 


{11, Heb, 13. 25. | | 
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L Sad Things worth thinking or on: 


. os Our Saviour hath reduced che Ten! 
Commandementsto Two , 2. 7 he love of- 
God and eur Neghbour ; and tis great pity. 
theſe Two wb ( like the T wo Tables) 


\__ſhould be broken one againſt another! 'Tis, 


to be tear'd , .thathe who is falſe to the ſe-: 
cond , 1s not true to the firſt Command - 
For he that obſerves not the ſecond , which 
15 like the firſt, is nor like to obſerve , nay, 
zr may be , doth not at all like the firſt, 
1 Fohn 4. 20. He that is but a Pablican as to 
36 ſecond, is but a Phariſee as to the firſt 
Table : and though *tis not good to be a 
Heathen , yet of the two , 'twere better to 
be a 7»f Heathen , which is poſſible , than: 
to be an #nj4ft (hriſtian , which (avingeve 
Name ) 15s a contradiction , Row. 2. 13. 
20, AMatth, 11.24. 
9: Ungodly Men, yea Dewls, may prc- 
{cot themſelves betore the Lord, Jc6 1. 6., 
but Godly Men preſent ( 5. ce. make a. 
preſent of ) themſelyes unto God, Rum. 
L274. - 
''92, As we could nor deſerve, ſo we can- 
not.requite the Lord for his kindneſs ro 
us; aud indeed had God given tous , look-; 
ing ior any thing, again by' way of recom», 
pence and requital , his mercies would have, 
wrdone #4 ; for we are {o far: ficem being 
by | - able 
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A. 
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n'f ableto pay theurmoſt farching , char of our 
f:'} ſelyes ( asof our ſelves ) being inſufficient 


Y | rothink one good thought , - 2 Cor. 3. 5th 
) | utmoſt payment we could have” made', 
S/f -would not have amounted roa farthing ; #& 
| fide, what we return ( ever 77 our beſt ejtare) 
© | isbuthis own, 1 Chron 29. 14. and weate 
1 | beholden, not only for whac we receive 
| from him » but for what we do and giveto 
» F him ; ſo then, thac which'is the cffett of his 
| love and grace, can'never be rhe reward 
tf of it- Leſs thay the leaſt of all thy meroies 
a | muſtbe our Morro, as well as Jacobs, Gem, 
DO, 32. 10. * [ATE Ru 
Our Lord Jcſas Chriſt loves'and 
C cofÞhend S , Ccountenances and encoura- 
0} geMiiſcretion, ingenuity and morality, 
| Hark 10. 21. and 12: 32. 'yet- deals 
- | plainly, and tells them this is not enough), 
- | if che _ thing neceſſary be wanting +: this 
tf all is nothingarall, if we have no more. 
* | «A manmaynotbe far from the Kingdome., yet 
never the near ; the fooliſh Virgins came to 
- | the very Gate , but were without ſtiH, where 
are dogs, Rev, 22. 15. Prophane ones are 
"| ataroff indeed, yer Publicans and Harlots go 
"\| to the Kingdome of God, before ſome who pre- 
| tended to have a Titletoit, as being Child#en of 
the Kingdome, Matth. 21. 31. with '$.12. 
G3 They 
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28 Things worth thinking on : 


They who were afar off ( being ſinners of 
the Gevr'/es ) were made near by the bloud | 
of Chriſt, Eph. 2. 13. whenthe Jews, who 
were near as the nacural branches , and of 
the Common-wealth of 1ſrael, were cutoff, 
Rem. 11, Givilperſons of good diſpoſitions 
of {weet, lovely and taking behaviours, and 
very innocent converſations , ſeem to be 
near ,; as he Hark 10. 20, 21. who {eem'd 
to bid fair for heaven, and marcheth on 

lantly , till pur ro the crial, and then 
: SN — » though with gricf that he can- 

not have heaven and the world roo; yer 
rather than he will part with his pofſefltons 
'oneatth , he will venture the loſs &- 


ven , and rather have his part in Parfthan 
10 Paradiſe : on which our Saviour Wkes 
acloſe application ( and « ſtartlizg one) to 
rich men, as it there foliows. There are 
Tome Sew:-Converts, half or almoſt Chriſti- 
ans, Ats 16. 28. and theſe feem nearer : 
but he that fits down at half-way will never 
come. to theend of his journcy.; bur is till 
Far oft > though he have gone ſo far. There 
arc others who have the Name of Chriſtians 
and'are within the pale of rhe Church , an 
theſe are ncercſt of all the reſt ; yer many 
-of theſe alſo may be afar off : for what's Þ 
the Name without the Thing? if we be 
| not 
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not found in Chriſt Jeſus, New (reaturer's 
- yea» as our Saviour tells us with a Dowble 
Ferily , except a man be born, again , how 
& || ncar ſo cycr. he be to, he cannor ſee (nt 
g, | <atcr into) theKingdome of God, Fob» 3.7 
- | 3» 5- es 
"94 They who loſe their poſſeſſions, may” 
Ds 22d ſhould 11 Patience poſſeſs their ſouls ;andrhen, 
1 | cough patience cannor keep chem from 
miſery,yer.it will Keep them from being mi- 


N {crable : for a man never "7 «th very mnch , if. 
1 | #* fe not his foul nor himſelf ,Zuke 21. 19.” 
er 95 Our Saviour bids his difciples Not 


fear them that 6an hill the body, for thar's the 


"8 | 
\. | moſt and worſt they can do : the worſt! as 
N las, 1s not that bad enough ? no, there may” 


ol 4 worſe thing befal us, viz. the deſtrution, 
.e, thedamnatian of body and ſoul in hell: 


O R_EeSs . a t | , Er FM 
ef Tisasit heſaid, youcanat a cheaper rate Aj 
- | and more eaſily die than be damned jy you”? ,- 
+ | arc neverundone (though kel'd) it not dare = 2 
rf} 2d; 'tis never very 1ll , If it be well with 3 
| the {oul - Jou have more reaſon to fear God "than p. 
«| 124%; for God hath more power over you rg 2 

do more good for, or evil toyou; though 2 
jj the body bein, the ſoul is our of mans 4 
7 | Fcaciy but borh arc in the hand of God; | 
| cacrctore Marth, 8.28. 1 
: C 4 96;To 
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30 Things worth thinking on < . E, 


.96 Togoour of Gods way for lite, is'to 
90 out of the way of life, John 5. 39, 40, 
ahd 6.68. and 14.6. Atts 4.12. Tis not on- 
ly loſt labour , #«t the way to death, ro ſeek 
life our of or without Chriſt Jeſus, Rem. g: 30, 
-=- 33. and 10. 3,4. Ih 
97 Take hced of temptation 1n a time 
of {trajghts ; for 4s mans extremity us Gods op= 
prrtunityto help, ſo 'tzs the Devils opportunity to 
zexzpt, Matth. 4. 25 3+ and as God ſuits con- 
ſolations , ſo the Devil ſuirs temptations to 
Qur conditions, Prev, 30. 8,9. | 
98 The ſervice we do to men 1s nc-. - 
ver acceptable to Gad , unleſs we do it as 
ſerving the Lord, Eph. 6.6, 7. Col, 3.22, 
43, F, 
99 Religion, which'is to be our bufi- 
teſs and pleaſure too, 15 not for ſpare hours, 


{Bot hath itany hours to ſpare, Lube x. 75. 


x\Cor, 10.31, We ſhouldbe religious in all 
rhipgs, and at all times. 

Yoo He that is not good » ſecret, it 
may be fear'd , that he is but an hypocrite 
m publich , Matth, 6, 1,--- 6. and 22, 25, to 
39s 
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1, FF Hough Death may ſeparate aBelie= _ 
| vcr and hisnear and dear relations,* - 
-- | yea, and make a ſeparation between his ſoul 
and his Body, yer it hall ever ſeparate him" 
from his 11 from the love of God in 
| (brit, Rom, S. 28, 39. S.. is 
2 All our attendances upon , and our* 
_ addrefles roGod;ſpcak not any need hehath' 
of us ; for he that giveth all things, neederir 
nothing, As 17. 25. bur they ſpeak the, 
need we ſtand in of God, of his mercy and* 
Srace, Heb. 4. 16. And ſurdy if Ged need not: 
our ſervices, ke doth not need our fins, Wilt thow 
lie for God ? Fob 13.7.1 he wrath of moan woths, | 
eth not the righreeuſueſs of God, James 1, 20, Net 
evil is to be done for any good, Rm. 3.'8. A©Q 
and they who {in under the pretence of ſer-.< « 
vice,and diſhonour God underthe Nameof 
honouring, will have nothanks for honoute . 
1ng,bur ſ{eyere judgment for inning, 1 Sam.” 
15. 20,--+23. Iſa, 66.5. John 16.2. | 
3 We are forward to hear and pray; 
which are cheap and eafje things ; -but 1 
whenſelf is to be denied, andluſls tg ve Reg 54 
: edbatradk 4 { 
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32 Thingsworth thinki 1g on * 


ducd, what we pray for is to be practiſed, 
and what we hear is to be done (which is the 
Sperit, Power , and Life of Religion ) ah 
how backward are we! alas, how many 
exerciſe themſelves unto Godlineſs ( ule the 
means.) who do not excrcilc themſelves 5: 
Godlixeſs, which is the end of means : Thus 
Religion dwindles away in, and perſons. . 
content ( though they peat ) themſelves by 
by meer extcrnals : bit how {ad will jt be 
to g0,as | may ſay,religiouſly ( 1.e. hearing 
and praying) to Hell! Ez. 33.3t. James 
T.30509"B7s eMatth, 7.21, 22,23, 26, 27, 
- | "Oy 


. Takeheed of duing that in with, or 
for comoany» for which thy heart may 
ſmite thee, and.chou muſt repeat,when thou 
art alone, :Ex9d. 23, 2, 15am. 24.4, 5,0. 

-- 5. They are fad joys and difpleaſing plea- 
fures, which a man mult repent of, or be 
damned for; and. ſach are all the pleaſures of 


\-. fi, or. ſinful. pleaſures : ſuch as fin purs ns 


upon, or ſuch as flow from ſto. 
6 Engaeavour to maintain ſuch thoughts of 
race aid fins! heaven and the world, as yor 
ave,or ſeem to have,when jou are at prayer;chen 
we ſeem to loek on fin as ugly and odious ; 
and on the watld as vanity and emprineſs ;. 
oN. grace and /glory as To mo{t deſirable 
things : 


PTIINY _ 
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things : » but bow little doth our converſation ſay 

, of thu whilcat prayer, we ſeem to befer» 

vi in ſpirit, but when off it (like water tay 

ken from the fire) cold again, 1 Chror;/29; 
IS, 

7 A Chriſtian ſhould and will ende avour 

ro uſe the world and ſin as they uſed Chriſt; 

_ *, to crucifie chem, Gal, 5. 24. urgd 


6, 

8 If the Law of the Members do oppreſs 
hes cry out as Paul did, Rem. 7.:24.'and 
God will hear the cry of the opprelled; Pet. | 
9D. 9. 

9 God ſometimes ſuffers others to be 
diſ-ingenious towards us, to corre our dif 
ingenuity towards him ; femerrenes byrchetn 
of our own bowels, z Sams, 72: 3:00 aid'ra 
ther than fail, a dumb beaſtſhall ſpeak and 6, 
rebuke mans madneſs, 2: Pet. 21 £65 4 =y4 

10. All our? grace is from God; who 90 
the God of all gracc,of all kinds and all deprats 7 
of grace, the Author, the Preſepver and Fis + S 
niſher of it, 2 Per. 5. 10. TOTS Se 

11 The vanity and unſatifaorineſs 4 
of the things of this world ,.appears m = 3 
this,that a fancy, an humour,an-unground> - 23 
cd fear, will rob us of all the comfarrof ir; 
aud what are all theſe things, without 1þ# comfort 
of thew > and how many deprive TY 
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34 Things worth thinking an - 


of much good, for tcar of loſing it, which is 
(Navai-like) ro dic for fear of dying, ' Sam. 
© 25. 37. Thus many kill themſelves while 
they are alive, tor worldly ſorrow is good 
for nothing but ro work death, 2 Cor.7,10, 

2: Itisas great a mercy to want: thar 
paticntly,: which God denies , / as to uſe 
that cheerfully ' which God gives, Feb. 2. 
10. 

13 When we belieye, we receive Chriſt 
into our (elves, John 1. 12. for he dwelleth in 
our hearts by faith, Epheſ. 3. 17. and. when 
we love, we give up our ſelves to Chrilt, 
2 Cor. 3, 5, Faith then worketh by love, or 
(as the Greek hath it ) is efteftually wrought 
by love ; the receiving of Chriſt into our 
ſelves by faith, is warrantisd by love, 5. ec. 
our giving upour ſclves ro Chriſt. 

' 14 Gods meaſure is ever beſt, ſo mucl1 
health-and no-more, ſo much wealth and 
no more is beſt for thee, as God ſees good ; for 
though we beg for daily bread, 'tis fit that 
God ſhould be our Carver, Prov. 3o. 8. 

15 Itsa great evidence of pride and paſ- 
fon, when the want of one thing robs us 
of all the comfort w2 ſhould rake 11 the reſt, 
Gen, 30. 1. beſide inordinate affetion will - 
chuſe tor ic ſelf,chough on hard conditions, 
and is ofen- puniſhe with having it's will, 
AS 
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45 Rachel mas, whono ſooner had her withy 
DIL, Children, bur WO, and ſhe died. 'S 

16 God orders all our aftliftions, for the 
qualicy of them,whar they ſhall be ; for the 

uanrity, how much and how great they 

all be ; and for the duration, how long 
chey ſhall be, Ger, 15. 13. A ſtranger, at- 
flicted, 4OO Years ; there's all three, 

17 There is not more conifort from 
Gods giving us any thing we want, than 
there 1s ſafery in waiting on God for theſup- 
ply of our wants, Law. 3. 25,26. and ſure- 
ly, therc's no mercv that's worth praying 
for, but is worth waiting for; *and if the 
mercy ſhall be ours, ': z fit the time fhould (be 
Gods, who doth all in the beſt time, even in' 
duc timc, I Per, 5,6. | 

18 A mercy granted may not be in love, 
:hough ic be the return of a Prayer,for:God 
hach granted ſome their deſtte in. wrathz: 
Pſal. 78. 29, 30, 31. compared with Pal. 
109.15. : 

19 If we have never ſo many and good. 
means to bring about an cnd,-it's God muſt 
bleſs them ; if but a few means God can mu[-; 
tiply them ; if they be contrary God'can uſe 
them ; *f there be none, Cod can creafe them, 
or work without them. When Jehofapher, 
knew not what to do, his cycs were to God, 

who 
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who isnever at a loſs, but alwayes knowes 
what to do, and is never out of his way:” 


20 There never was man but died or was 
changed (as Enoch and Elyjab) and neyet 
ſhall be man, but muſt die or be changed : 
ir hath been the end of moſt mens ſtorics, 
ard he dred ; and twill be of all mensto die or | 
ro bechanged, 1 Cor, 15.51. Let us there- 
tore prepare for dcarh, and wait all the days 
of our appointed tim? till our change ſhall 
( forit muFt) come, Job. 14. 14. | 


21 God hath further deſigns than men 
can reach; we ſee not all ar once : the beſt 
enjoyments do often iſſue from the greateſt 
dilappointments 4 {o that we have _— to bleſs 
' God for croſſing us, Gen, 5Q. 20, 

22 *Tis a grcat ſign, that the rod 1s1n 
love,when thou doſt nor only bear but hear 
the rod, fo as to learn rhe leflon of growing 
che berter/ for being beaten, Pſal. 94. 12. 
"T'was a pretty one, of a little child, when 
corrected, Kiſs me Mother, and whip me again. 
Oh when a rod begets love, tis an argument 
that *tis ffom love. 

'-23\ Weſhould fear none but God, and be 
afraid ofnorhing bur ſin, and bleſlcd is he 
thac {o fearcth alwaycs, Prov. :8. 14. | 


24 There 
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24 Therc are many Cordials that God 
will not give to his childrengtill they be faint 
or ſick ; ſtrong conſolations are reſerved 
for vreat tribulations, 2 Cer. 1.4,5. 

25 If we will take a true mcaſure and 
make a right eſtimate of good or cvil, it 
muſt be as 1t relates to the ſoul, Matth. 10, 
«8. 2 Cor. 4. 16, Fc. 

26 Man is Gods Crcature, ſin is mans, 
and miſcry is fins : Man was Gods Image, 
{1n 1s mans image, and miſcry is fins image; 
'tis only by Chriſt Jcſus that we are freed 
from miſcry,ſin and our ſelves,and brevght 
ro Gcd and his Image, y Per, 3.18. 

27 Weliveby many Deaths ; our Na- 
tural, Spiritual, and Eternal Life is by 
death : Mary Creaturcs are put to death to 
keep us alive; yea, Chriſt Jefus dicd that 
we might live ; ard we our felves muſt dic. 
that we may live. Oh how gord 15 Ged to 5 
who hath made not only the Creatures 
ours, but Chriſt ours, and in-and by bim 
death curs! Who makes cyery thipg ( the 
worſt as. well as the beſt) to work rogerher 
for good to them thar Jove him, Rem. 8.28. 
and though we are Jcſs than the Ieft of mere- 
cies, yt thinks not the beſt (cven Grace and 
Glory) too good for us, Pal. $4. 14s _  * 

28 Some men who ſeem free endugh to 
cons 


33 Things worth thinking on: 


confeſs their fin, are yet very impatient at 
the reproof of it; the reaſon ſeems to. bez 
"becauſe Confeſſion #s but like an arrow ſhot 
from them, and the danger is going off,. but; 
Reproof is like an arrow ſhot, to them, and the 
danger is ſtill approaching : beſide, Confeſsi 
ſion 1s their own att , but Reproof is anos 
ther mans, and at our own aft; on..our. 
ſelves are mare gentle and favourable, than others. 
atts upon #5; a5 a man that pincheth or ſtrikes 
himſelf, feels ir eſs (or ar leſt regrets it leſs); 
than if anvther did it. I need not add, that 
men reckon reproofs to be nothing bat, or} y 
ro differ very little from reproaches , Prov, Þf © 
9.78. and 12, 1. and 15.10. "BC 
29 Itis the great work of a Chriſtian 

while he lives in the body) to be crucifying ||| ri 
the body of death, Rwm.7. 24. 1Cor,g. 27.0 

Rm. 6. throughout. & | 
30 They wao uſe to think well oftenzcan- :Þ} a 
not but do well ſometimes ; and they thar-:Þ| { 
think of evil,are like to do cy1il: for vain ima=;} x 
 grnations produce vain converſations, Mat 12,35. ff 2 

21 It ſhould be (and #)the deſire of every 

gracious p2rſon to attend upon God, with-Þf| v 
' without diſtraftion, 1 Cor. 7. 25, ahd to: Þ x. 
walk with God ( as Ez) without inter! Þ| fe 

ruprion, Col. 1.9, 10. 
- 32 It's very grcat reaſon; that he, who is] fr 
| \ Gods, 


O15 co f64  Þ_ POPC A © 


7 4%; OTROY 


La 


—_ ————— 


Or, Helps to Plety. 39 


Gods, ſhould ceaſe to be his own,and to a& 
for hignſeclf, 2 Cor. 6. 19, 20,  ______ 
33Arc'sas much (if not more) the deſire 
tl of a gracious perſon, to hear what he is. ro 
> || do, as what he is toenjoy ; Commands to 
| beobey'd, as Priviledges and Promiſes to 
1 
$ 


be obrain'd ; that hemay be Gods to ſerve_God, 
"i 4s that God may br bis to ſave him; that he may 
| {lorific God on Earth;as be glorified by and 
with God in Heaven, Atts 9g, 6. Phil, 1.26, 
es: +: ;# YT een 
34 "Tis our. Heayen here to have God 
witch us, and Chrift with us £ bur "twill be 
our Heaven hereafter to be with God and 
Chriſt, Phul. 1.23. | | 
35 Sincerity is good ſecurity againſt o- 
chers reproaches, 2 (@.1. 12.and againſt 
| our own infirmities, Rom. 7. 25. ; 
| 365 Ancvil mind (when it hath power 
and opportuutty )doth not only follow the 
{way ofdeſires already within, but frames 
r0 it's ſelknew defires nor thought of befare, 
2 Kor KN, 13... REDEnG 
37 They who love God, conſider more 
what 15, than why. tis commanded, 1 Job» 
5. 3- andthere f$no ſervice like his, who 
ſerves becauſe he [oyes. - IF 
38. Sufferings for \Chriſt Jeſus ate ſo far 
3] from ſeparating his love fram the Suffe- 
q ; D  -:- ©: 
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{ \ and ralking of noching but yaniry, 2 Thefſ 
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rers, ortheirs from him, that they the more 
indear cach others affections, Rem. $. 35, 
wi } & 
39 Hopeisa grearſuccour and ſupport ro 
perplexed minds, Pſe/. 42. 5. Lam. 3. 29, 
Rom. $. 23, 24. | EET 
40 They who have defaced the Image of 
fooundts and yertue in themſelves, do not 
oyeto fcc it in others; tis an eye-fore to them 
T7000 310 - | 
41 We ſhould not ſo much conſider and 
love rhe things thatdo, as the things that 
ought to pleaſe us, Matth, 19.8. 
42 Traloufie berween relations and friends 
is the Phrerſie of wile-folkes; the well-wiſh- 
ing ſpite ; an unkind caretulneſs ; the way 
rolofethat which we moſt ſuſpe& and are 
unwilling to loſe; the Selt-Puniſhment for 
_ others faults ; rhe Confin of enyy ; the 
Daughter of Love; and the Mother of Fear, 


it or of Hatred, Prov, 6. 34. "-y _ 
'-43 It doth hugely oblige us to, and ſhould 
28 much indear our obedience to Jeſus Chtift 
that he hath giyen lifero us, who deſerved 
death, yea and dicd for 'us, that we might 
tive * 7b. $14,160 OS 

44- Take heed of flattering andidle 6»/fe- 
bodier,who ſpend theirtimeintellingof rales, 


3. 11s 
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Pomps and Vanities ofthis 'wicked warJd 


- Heb, 1,1, 25: for WE {-otaliy: on 
to forſake them, as. 


Nevil,, and Ts 

works, and all the Gotaltafts of the fle 
46 Wharever we part with 20d þ (TEES? 
der up, in obedience tothe will of God = 
are luxeto; > peceive it again ES lad 


+ 5n 21, 31>. 


48 'Tis:more a PR to YaRs our | 


ſelves, to mortifie our fins, to ſubmir ous 
our Willro the Will.df God ; «nd #;yreater 
Argument of nr eos tolbivs \ than 'tis 9 ve 


our body to befburned, x for. 1.353o! 1h 
49 Our Will.in any: evil or to its cabs 


it ceaſe robcaminfirmuy;and: 
2 fin, though'ic be not commirted, Marks; 
28, bur our Will tn and roany 7.8 
ta Verws, though it be not: 


God accepts the Will forthe Decd, ci, 


Fi Tins: 


26. 41:.2/Corc B. 12. Heb, 13,17: 
50 Many arc apt toquarreþwi 
nob-peorformance of bis Pronuſes; W 
anay bc theyare NES Pr jors tO'1 
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42. 5 worth t| thinking 0 on - 


Or have not ' performed the -Condition to 
which the Promiſes were made; Gen, 4.6 37 
m 26.15, -- 

5x If weare but naturally or prudential- 
y patient and hiimble, and not ſo in obedi- 
ence tothe Wilt of-God, we may be ſaid to 
be vertuous,butcannot beſaidta b2 gracious, 
T1 Pet.2,18,——21. 1 Pet. 4. 19, 

'$2- To grarifie Nature is a duty, but to 
fatisfhehumour,or to grarifie luſt, isa fin + 
We may pray for daily bread, and beg food 
convenient for o bur toask mear for | 


ro'cater and prof for the flefſhito fulfil h 
Juſts chereof, 1s to fin againſt, ro tempt, ind 
provoke God, Fat 78. 18, ow.” 13. 13, 
1 4 
Ny The World ſhall never . overcome 
thetn;forwhom Chriſt hath overcome the 
World ; but they ſhall have peacezever then, 
whenthey have tribulation, John 16. 3 3. 
-454 :Many mensſenſes ingrofs the men, as 
if the had no foutsro mind; or had ſouls. . 
enlyto' mind their bodies: Their bodies ate. 
dairtily: fed, arid irichly clad'z They have 
Genthomens baties, and (roo often} ſlaves - 
minds:and offuch men(* one:ſatth)al vi gous 
but the nar, Lake 16.39, &c:1- 
33-. Fercorsrhit are Ceanfod: and cxalted | 
bpagui ity OE arethergoſt able 
19 rable * 


Or, Helps to 2 2 SITES 43 


rable and incurable of any other, Proves. 
I 4. ERA I 
56 Body and Soul are ſo united and.do 
{o ſympathuze, that they are refreſhed. ot 
pained rogether : the body never- ſends the 
{tomach to tell us we haye. eaten roo-muchy 
bur the ſoul feels it too ; for when the, ftg- 
mach rifeth againſt che mear, the -condct+ 
ence riferh. againſt incemperance 3iand+as 
the one feels rhe meat, rhe other. doth the ſin 
of ſurfetting. Let rhe'Pabate and Belly-pleaſers 
read Lubt 31 36.:  ! : + Ef 

57 'Tisa:goodly thing to learn the Tbe- 
277, of them:char underſtand che Prattiſe: of 
Religion well; Phil, 3. 17,t0 20, _ 

5o Whar'sthy end in- keeping ſo-much 
a-do ? is't to-ger wealth 2 yes : bur why? tor. 
contentment.- well, if their. be more. with= 
out it, thou goeſt the: fartheſt- way about; 
ſince 4 M41 14) 45 ſoon arrive 's contentment, as 
(yea, andſooner than) to.that which he ſecks 
bun 4s a meanstoit, Lnhe 12, 15. Heb. 12.5, 
. 59. Why do ſo few men confeſs cheir fin? 
"Tis becauſe they are in them : *ris for him 
that'sawake to declare his dream. Were 
men awake and their eyes openxthey, would 
confeſs arid cry out of fin, as the maſt Bs 
hideous and dreadful thing, and more fright- 
ful than the Devil bunſelf, Ats 2.37. LS: 
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4a Thangs:wotth thinking on : 


60*Tts - Treafon againſt: the! Law of 
Love; and of God, for any to marry, unleſs 
they Wed ; thatis;' unle(s they; love, and 
be trueco their Love,Prev.5 ly, /Heb..13. 4, 
61 Some have bten-aumirable in: the 


Bride” ove we La 


Wotld, in whom their acquaintances have + 


- not obſerved any 'remarkables.:! Few: men 
:- havebeen admired uf their familiars, for” 


= (others ſee their exrellercies, but) theſe ſee theis © 


o o 


imperte&tions. Every one may repteſeur an 
honeſt man upon Stage, bur tm: Houſe 
and in Boſome, to keep rule and decoram, 


that's brave indeed, being (if at traſt it :be) 


without art, 2/Cor. 1.12. Pſal, 161. 2, &c; 


dency on many are rare things, they moſt 


Fey on mane towards God and Indepcu-» 


conttibure to our quict and content :: Guilt 


God-ward, and: beholdennefs- to: men; do]. 


often lie heavy ; for Obligations. are ſevere 


6 regreand leavenot ſo mucli as 4 mans will. 
% 


at] 
ofgratitude - N#hivg (as the Italian Pro» 


rty, for tharſands bound by a title. -| 


orb) coſts a man mire dear tha»: gifts: forwhat. 


78 ſold a mari gives but his money,-but for : 
gifts and obligations' a man gives himfelt; + 


ed S <2 o 


- and ſome men'/giveaway other mens rights, x 
and their own conſcience, for a gift receiv:d, of 
Exod, 3.8. Dit. 16: 19. Prov, 17, 23. Phil, f 
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63 A mandoth moſt freely enjoy what's 
SiVEny When It's deſeryed,. or can be _requit=" : 
'| cd, and thata man is .not under.need, but _.-** 
8 hathin his will or power to live withqut itz. +4 
| for tis hard to think any Liberality ſo free>:* . - 
2 or Hoſpitality ſopure and hearty, as would: 

1 notbeartended with- grudging, not. te; ſay: 
reproacin, if the perſon-were neceffitans.. A 
great deal of that which gocs under the. 
Name of generolity and bounty, may. be 

witlags loye or charity, Phil. 4;; I, 117. 

2 Cor11. 77,40 10,446 5 Cor. -x:3.10 18,,1:Cor,; 

13. 3: Prove 23. J: -. oY 553 

64 'Some'perſons («5 fearful onetY ante- 
date their miſery,and take it up afore-hand;, 
and by thinking make themſelves miſerable - 
before they are : they are as (ad for- fear of 
(uffering,as if they ſuffercd ; and for frarph 
the fucure, loſe the preſent;as if men ſhay -4 
kill themſelves for fear of dying, and make "2 
themſelves miſerable, becauſe they may be fo, They p 
grieve more than they need, who grieve be- 
fore they need, Jq»-16. 6, 1 Pet. 3. 14. - 
Phil, 1.27 28, FS ITS 

65 In Hoſpitals, 4s 4» excellent perſon oh- 


MORE Ages. , 
23043 15. 2 a” we" 


ſerves, we may ſeethe vatious Gags of hu- 
JT mantrmiſery, and how-many ſoulsare nar-  _ --; 
1 rowly lodg'd in Smecdechical bodies, who © 
$ fcerhar carthen Corendje moulder m__ 2M 
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46 Things worth thinking on : 


duſt; limb afcer limby-who furvive and live 
but'to ſee themſelves: dead and buried by 
peece-meals. / apply it thus, Al how ſhould 
they whoare whole and well, bleſs God 
thar they are not as other men are } we.hittle 
think.bow much we owe G id-tor what we. are not-; 
that we are not fick; not-lame, not deaf,cc. 
2 Cor. g. 8, 9. The Apoſtle rejoyceth in four 
Nots, So 2 Cor. 6. 8,9, 16, Twill much help 
usto thank God for what we haye, if we 
conſider what others want; and to bleſs him 
for what we are nor, if we confiderwhat we 
were, Rom.6.17., 1Cor,6.11.1 7Tim.1.12,13. 
-.66 Many times that which ſhould be rhe 
cauſe of.compafſion, becomes an argument 
for cruelty,and more nuſcry is laid on them 
who are already miſerable ; as if ir were 
juſt to add affliftion to the afRited and not 
co pity, which v the leaſt comfort to men in mi- 
ſery, Pſal. 69. 25. and 71. 11. Zech. 1. 15, 
67 A man ſhould meaſure his greatneſs 
by his goodneſs, and ſhould not love grcat- 
neſs,burt-that therein he may ſhew his good= 
neſs in the greater glory, 2 Sam. 7.2. 
1 Chron,29, 1,---16, Pſal, 16. 2,3. i? 
-*-68. None ſhouldceaſe ro be good men, 
that chey may appear to. be -good- friends, - 


2 548,13. 3» 5. 


' '69 'Weare moſt like God, when we are 


. Or, Helps to piety. 


e | as willing to forgive,as powerful ro puniſh 
and admirable is his-vertue and praiſe, who © 
having cauſe and power to hurt, yer will 
not, 2 Sam. 16. 9, ===12., { £+05%LL 

le 70- Some Philoſophers have written-in 

; | rhe praiſe, of Sclf-murther, as if,in ſome 

' caſes it were a noble att of courage : .bur 

r{ ſurely had they underſtood Divinity they: }. 
p | would-not haye pleaded for that, which is -* 
e | a breach of Gods command, yea, atid con- 
1 
p 


ks 
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trary to the. fundamental Law of Natute,. 
Self-preſervation, Every man is truſted with 
. | Self-ſafery, and he thar juſtly purſues it: norz 
2 | is his own Traytor,much more he;who mn- 
| juſtly deſtroys it. 7 here was never any creature = 
1 that willingly kill d it ſelf, beſide man ; and they_ 
> | thar do fo, aime( though amiſs) at ſome 
kind of ſafety, from want,or pain,or ſhame; 
or ſome other miſ-feared danger ; as Achi= 
rophel and Tridas did We that killing OACS ſelf 
| is bura falſe colour of courage, procceding - 
rather from fear and cowardiſe; for. were , * ® 
| itnot refpeCting of harm, a man would-not _ +3 
regard what _— be done ro him;. and © 7 
Hope being of all other, the moſt contrary 
thing to fear, and ſelf-killing being an urcer - 
banifhment of hope, it muſt necds receives 
oround from fear and deſpair. He who ſaid 
thou ſhalc not kill, meant thy (clf in Fo 
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43 Things worth thinking on - 


firſt.place, for ſe!f-luve 1s the meaſureof love to. 
-bthers, Matth. 22. 39, On the whole there-. 
tore theſe, and ſuch others,mult be falſeand 
tooliſh ſayings, viz. 'Tisberter ro die (>. * 
thus) chan live a beggar * berrer ro dit;than * 
ro live1a dilgrace, &e, Oltno! * Tis better ro (| 
to ſuffer gon to tn; and that any ſhould take * 


CA EE—— » 


? 
4 


Y 


away thy lite, than thy ſelf. * Tis a ' fooliſh * 
thing ang cowardly'to put ones (elt ro death * 


ro eſcape being put ta death, + 


71 Vice it iclt is many:times fain to take + 
ſanctuary of Vertue; and{perſonsthathave 
offended,- to ſeck i heir help from them 


whom they -have offended ; as Shwmei did, 
2 Sam. 19. 18,---22, we ſhould carry*itver- 
tuouſly and friendly toall, tor who knows 
to whom he may be bcholden ; but. they 


who will nor be good for Gods ſake, will - 


hardly be good, though they may do good, 
on other conſiderations. 

72 The great God is {o good,thathenot 
only condeſcends and humblerh himſelf ro 
behold the things that are in Heayen and 


in Earth, Pſa. 113. 6. but which is the won-" 
der of wonders, he doth beſecch and even: bes 


men'to be reconciled, to receive his-grace 
and favour, 2 Cor, 5. 30. and ſurely, they 
will dowery litcle for God, whowillnot be 
encreated by him to be happy themſelves. 


73 How- 


- Or , Helps to Piety. Fo? 


49 bo. 
73 However men may be exalted, they : 7 
| 1 ſhould conſider that che beginning and cad 
-»Þ of their bodies is but carth and duſt, Ges, 3. 
'E 19.and how rich ſoever they bezthey/ ſhould 
7} yerenteftain their thoughts with this,' thar 
| as they brought nothing in, ſo they 'mult 
| carry nothing our' of this World---z Tim. 
6... 
74 If ever men may remember and mei- 
tion their own noble deeds, 'ris then whe 
their juſt defence and others uvjalt dealings. 
doth require it, 2 Cor. 12.11. F 
75-.*Tis not good to vie ſlanders with 
men of tongue ; that'were only tobe 'at ſtrife; 
whoſhould be moſt fooliſh and moſt” wicks 
ed, 1 Pet. 3. g. Prov. "36.4. 001 © 
76 Though we may puniſh,” we ſhould 
never wrong an Offender : When we puniſh 
the Malefattor, we ſhould ſpare the Man; and 
make it appear that our anger is hot againſt 
che Man that fins, but againſt the'Sin, P/a/. 
99. 8: Dent, 25. 3; &c. A juft puniſhment 
may be, in the manner of doing,” upjuſtly 
ONE. / : | PF 26 EONS 4 
77 Vengeance is a thing we ſhoitld leave _--; 
ro God, and content our ſclvesonely with a - 
Vindication :Thonghwe may right mur ſelves we 
may not wrong others,” And in taking Venge= 
ance we wrong God, our . Neighboiir,- and 
SPNL/ , our 


mt 


50 T hings worth thinking an -. 


our Sclyes, Rem. 12. 194;:3S; 21, +3 ; 

78 He is a vcry groſs Chriſtian; thar'] ? 
thinks it hisduty to be aClown or Uncivil., 
The Apoſtle Paul ſeldome. uſed handſomer. 
language,or carried himfelt more geartilely, 
or gave more terms of reſpect, rhan when, 
he appeared before men ot Place and Pow-: 
er, Phil, 4. 8. . 

79 We ſhould not encourage Flatteries, 
nor Calumaics and Backbiting, by our bc= 
lief or hearing 'of them. It tome did ;nor 
cake pleaſure ro hear and belecye, others. 
would not beſo much pleas'd ro make or' 
carry falſe reports, Lev. 19. 16. 1 Tim, 5. 
IJ. Prov. 26. 20. 

80 Though our own inclinations would. 
lead us to the moſt pleaſing civilities,. yet; 
our Neighbours need muſt over-rule, our 
jad meat, to put on ſ{cycriry for his profit, 

£22, 23. - 
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| $1 Hethat will not uſe the rod on his 
Child, is like to have his Child uſed as rod: 
on him; 1 Sam. 3.13. 1 Kings 1.5,6 : 
$2 There's nothing makes death evil | 
bur theevil of our life : If ſin be taken away, 
death hath xo ſting; but inſtead of being dread-' | 
ful, ic becomes defirable-: They therefore. 
that would not be afraid of deaths ſhould. 
. cloſe with Chrift, who makes it:worch. while | 
W - | 


ore $7 


hn 


.Or, Helps t0 Prety.. "7 $1 


whileto live or die, Heb. 2. 144 15. 1 Cor. 
rf IF. 56, 58. Phil, J. 20, 21, KRevel, 14.13. 
| 83 He thatdiſſembleth with God is not 
"+ | to be truſted by man, Jobn 2. 23, 24. 2 
Thef. 3. 2. 

$4 There's ſcarce any thing .more rare 
than true grict ; there are tears fained, tears 
of cuſtom, and tears of decorumand faſhion * 
Many weep gracefullywithout grace. Tis only 
oodly ſorrow that's worth commending ,' 
3 (oath. .. : 

285 Youth excies delight, beauty deſire, 
great Wit admiration, yerrue c{teem and re- 
ſpe, eminent goodneſs friendſhip; and 
( they ſay ) ro produce a Love there-muſt 
- | be a pleaſingnels alſo. Thus all rbings are 
4 | parcel d out,and none hath altogether, "Tis none 
1 996 Jeſus Chriſt that is alrogether lovely ; 

» | and therefore ſeeing all deſires are 7n hin, he 
"| ſhould bethe defere of all : and no ſoul can have 
| content and (atisfa&ion that is not married 
to him, and they that are,. want none, Cart, 
5. TO,---I6. 
86 The beſt policy is to prefer doing” our 
duty before all-enjoyments, and the peace 
of ones conſcience before any peace elſe,and 
+] the liberty of ſerving God (whoſe ſervices pers - 
| feb freedom) before the liberty  of- our- per- 


$7 To 


J 


ſons, Afr 4: 19, 20, 
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== To 20 againſt reaſon and conſcience 

forany other rca{onzis highly to fn.againſ} 
God, whois Gad of realon and Judge of q 
conlcence, Ger. 3g. James 4.12, 

85 Loveisthe root and ſpring of all- 0+ 
ther afteftions and paſſtons ; a man'hates, 
becaulehe ſecrh ſomewhar inthar he hates; 
contrary to whar he loves ; and istherefore 
angry, becauſe 1n that wherewith he 4s an» 
ory, there is{omecrhing which impederh -Of 
hurrceth what he loves. 

89 5:4 difficult thing to judge onts ſelf a 
cighr- - I's belt wich ſome when they; think 
ic worſt, Kevel, 2. 9. and worlt with fome 

waen they think ir beſt;. Revel., 3.17; 

90 God is the Fatherof mercics;.2'Cor. 1, 
3. Metcy is his Child, and comes as freely 
tronvhim, as a Child from'a Father ;| and 

chereforehe {ent his own Son:(whoſe Father 
he 18,: 6&4 in whomhe is a Father of Mers 
Ccics) toibe his 4ove-Token to the World, Jahy 
3.16,” Rew:y.8.. 1Jobn4.g. 

91 We cannot live without. breathing) 
exthernathrally;or ſpiritually ; and thisnc- 
ceflity-of breathing :(rhat we may live). doth 
ſometimes farce our ſuch fighs and Broans 
aSare: unuttcrable, Rove, 8. 22,---26.- | 

- 92:10 wasſad with the Primitive: Time 
when wp Were undone. for ——__* 
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bl | Or", Helps to Pzety. nl - 523 


and muſt ſuffer eyil, becauſe they would 
not do evil : bur though "were Tad: yet 
'twas their glory ; and for which they nor 
only glorified God; 1 Pet, 4. 13,---16. but 
for which (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) God gave 
themthanks, 1 Per, 2. 19, 20. Z 
93' A wicked man (*/ aeys 62vnv piArxes 
Ix*) is not a friend ro himfelf ; he flies and 
labours to run away from himfclt /ke Adam, 
as well as from God ; and is never in ſo bad 
company, as when he is(and therefore can ſel- 
dome endure to be) alone, becauſe he is then 
with his own guitty conſcience : and this 
makes men ſtudy fo many Paſtimes and 
Arts of diverfion, or to fall a'building, as 
Cain did: Theyendeavour ro hide their faults 
not only from others, but to conceal them 
from themſelves : they eſteem their crimes 
not ſufficiently hidden, if themſelves ſee 
them ; they with-draw them from their' 
own conſcience, by . bribing, blinding, - and 
and ſearing it as much as they can. 
'64 Somemen hate their own vices '1n 0- 
thers, as if they had not the trade of fin e- 
nough to themſelys, unleſs they had a' 2fo- 


»op/y and mightingrols ir. 
. os When we go about any thing' from 


rhediftates of paſſion, we ſhould ( if ar leaſt 


when in a pafſhon we can) conſider, whether 
| ve 
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54 Things worth thinking = : 


we our ſelves may not afterward be the firſt 
men, Who will wiſh icundone. | 


"——= 


96- He (in ſome meaſure) loyes an. evil, 


wito 1s overcome by it, 2 Pet. 2.19. for 
- conqueſt of chis nature is oh the Will, which 


never chuſeth an objet-till it loye it. There | 


only we can have « perfett Con queſt over fin, where 
the-ewill be a perfett hatred of it, Here ( in the 
beſt) chere is but an incompleat reſtauration 
of the image of God : The body of Nature 


aa body of Sin are born and muſt die toge- 
ther, "RY 


97 There is ſcarce a more hateful quali- - 


ty in the eyes of God or Man, than that 
of the: Herod:tans, who lic in wait to catch 
and to accuſe an innocent man, IAark 12, 


43s 


they arc good for nothing, bur cicher ro. lic 


down.and fleep, or to riſe up and play, to | 


... hve to day and die to morrow, havin 
made thejr . belly the' grave of their ſouls 


98 Some men cat and drink fo long, that 


and (dungeon. of reaſon, Row. 13. 12, «= | 


| w 3 18 


. .  99-Manya man necds no more to. undo 
him, than his own defires ; they-areſo bads 


that no enemy could wiſh them. warſe-- 


AMide's) 


than to be themſclves(as Coveraus / 


ct 


being alway& deſiring aud* labouring fors 
| —_ 


- 
A's 


-”* 
#7 


gn: 
yt 
3% 

Fe. 


——_— 
_—_ papogs,. 3 


"= EEE to. Tien 


= hich they reſolve neyer ro 67 and. 
which will beto their. huxt. and ruiac, Ecel. 4. 
8. and 5 13- and'6. 2; 

100 'Tisa marvellous ſtupidity and 1 
logical; that the more continual expcrience 
men have of the Vanity of the World, the 
more greedy experimentsthey make to find 
(if tHe 4 could find out). ſolidity 1 12 It. 


Alas i fond Child  _ + 
Wii hath thee ſo 7 oh 
To ſcek for Hony in a pal a * #: 
T hou maiſt as well _.. 
find eaſe in Hell, 


And ſpri ghtly Nettar from the "WH of | 
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Shall the World always make fools ofus7* br” 
or rather, we of our ſelves ? Shall we ne»; 
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ver take warning by .ochergnor pur 
harm ? Let the time paſt luffice, Fc; 
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: & po E 
Third Century. 


Hat good man'had 'nor. 
rather want the thing he. 
moſt deſires, than obtain 
ic by unlawful and: irreligious means ? but 
mens paſſiani.and Gods direttions ſeldymne' agree : 
ſuch as roo much attend their own cnds,ſel-' 
ns confhne themſelvesto Gods mcans, 
gy $8 x1 Tim 6:9, 16. I 
hey confeſs their own weakneſs as toy 
Fenth: an uſtice;whochuſe racher to con-® 
end and conquer by: force, than'by Argue, j 
Theft, Alt 4. 14-517, ? 
2 Tis fin againſt Hoſpitality, ro open. 
your doors.and ſhut up your Countenance z®; 
be [weet, gracious, and free, let your looks ; 
_be the Chryſtal ro your Diſpoſition. © 
Though a churl may bid all pelcome, yet he * 
thinks aone ſo : though he may ſay,Eat and 
drizk, yet his heart is not with thee, and his: 
- *courtelie ſeldome comes, but for gain or 
talſhop -a5S Soalomen tells USy: Prov, 23. 3» 6 5 | 
7» 8. Arid on the other hang, how gene-"Z 
__ Go 


OE 
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rowlly Covi you entertain, nevet cothpet 
him co ſurfet, whom'you inviced to feaſt 3 
nor tobe drunk and ye his own by ang- 
chers healch, Heft. r.7, $ | 
4. Tis berrer ro be above, than but cyth 
'Þ with an cnemy : Hetliar revengerh is but 
o | even with him (a che phraſe &) bur he that 
pardoneth is above him ; for ſo much, a # 
man is better rhas another, ſo much bt it abv08 
bim, Matth. 5. 44-48. And oti the other 
hand; let no man offend on the preſumpti- £5 
on of a pardon ; for he ſeems to be* in Jove * 
with a fautlr ( like Shim#) who had rathet "3 
Jl be forgiven, than be innocent..Jc 5 bottet. got _—_— 
Þ.co need; chan to have a pat [275 TIN I 
F* 5 All humane Reaſon 1s. fo Ef 
with wit and fancy; that many tiin 
can hardly tell which is NEE Real 
lo many ſhapes, colotit's and: OT 
we know not which to take hold of; expe ras: 
perience and eychrs have as many « ED. M. 
'J ſhall we do then? To the Law ard tothe 2 
X Teſtimony, Ifa. 8. 29, Search the Seripentes WS: 
2 Tim. Jo 14,---17. Eph 4. 14s >. | < 
6 AsS'cis NOI w Ins 736 pa vanicy.an nd © pg 
very folly, 16 makea profeſſion of love rg. -.- 72 
God, and ct. expteſs none to our Neigh- "<> <a 
, I, Jobs 3. 17 and 4.20, So. tis 10 yall '- 
ro pretend love to ut ſouls, white we +. 
TOW Boy we ey £: 7M 
er” © ES "mg 


” T',a g .* - % 
© 6 4 ; 
> £ T - I { « & t * 
Ix Ine Ga rs GS ag? Ob op 3b Went tne 4 zh ws © LE” 
5 - of v / "Ke «4 of + Meri = ( . 2%. 2p 4 a 
Ms F E *« - &_ YON  #&-au 4} 1 a. bs EY nn Tal by OE * 1. LA hr OS.» PLE 0. bh. - of .- " : 
% yy » hy (2 4 ” ECP; __ cet . & 
: 19. 7a tht $6 


—_ 


WW WT ww 

6 wv "—# 
_. Fg. >» 3 > 
+ £2, ". 


£4 . -; , 9 5.5 bt Fo 4 , — 
+» Th U 0” yy : nw! ; & ”, pK Pe as " - : 6:4. 
1.4" $ + AY». bs < | % Be ts i Ton Q . $37 "LF; KT © EL k 4 g j4 : 4.4 CR 
NM Ty ys - BB * 2 *; S Lox bo xt "8 $3 wo, 4.3 fs > SI x 3 SE & # n >, ” ” » + Lo by WE: 0 | 4 nn, FEY; 
; . Ws. FD ex *l , 0 : ws + 54 _— GE FOE Wd bi OL, EN Ne g : TIE Sev eds RTE »* 44, oo Ys 
Li 9 4- 2 $.23:FIs Po "#* +" 0 * FS Yor OI DE Bu ©: LES. 424 þ nf 4d gh AL 4,” ES) "> CIO TE” 38S, PT A Ie Mo 
N 'TF. £ yp q & £4 2. # 2h $ a3» at p * »EL.-5 6-4 } & b " 4 WI 2 ++; 5 Wt C3 "INSE 4 as £ bY” IO - ij 30 
_ oo TE leiy £ © * q. Hb & £8 En SL Ca £6. py $5 AT" * 6 TSS $0 - at pb $0 $0 $ And, 0 & A Ear EET 4 On S oOT 
+ ; wy 24 of ST EI On tS 1% OR 0" RB NO RE COONS Wy * alien Of 0, > OE OS. 7 


"FIN 
pg OB. 
ol & 


\ - 
** 
OE TIRE 
. : - « - 
, ” 


- bt + 
ad Bo 
a 


3. $:-W." 2 Ws, Wu VG .0. 


5 ">; $ > v4 4 > k F 
3 30 En 45 za 74" & Y ” ” © Kan 4 bes 0 Gs 
# VETS 3% # Rs: LOWE 1 SE AGE % 3 *, MEER 7 


53 Things worth thinking on - 


ſhew no love to their bodics Surely no man 
will thank another tor killing him, though 
heſhould tell him *twere in kindneſs : * I 
worſethan he, that as a mad man caſteth 
Firc-brands, Arrows and Death, and ſaith, 
Am not I in ſport ? Prov. 26. 18, 19, No 
man cares for ſuch biting Jeſts and hurtful 
Sports, much leſs for injurious Courtciies 
and killing Kindnefles. Perſons may com- 
plement, and fay they will do this and that 
(ard I. know not what ) for your fervice and 
welfare;but who can look tor {crvice, where 
hc finds unfaithfulneſs and violence, 1 Sem, 
18. 25. 
* *7* Thar theevil of ſin is the greatcſt evih 
appears by this, as well as many other ars 
gUments, that (though ather evils may be 
complain'd of and Tamented, yet ) there's 
noneto be repented of, but this of ſin. 

8 A man cannot do himſclf a greater 
kindneſs, nor: better ſervice, than to ſerve 
Cod with his beſt, his all,and to his utmoſt: 
Fo r as wicked men by the evil of ſins. bring 
anevil teward; or reward of evil, 2:z. the 
wages of ſitj, uporr their own Souls, {/a. 3:9, 
1 1.50 they who ſerye Cod will find that 
in kceping his commands there's great r& 
ward,. Pſal. 19. no lefs than ctcrnal_Lifeby 
the gift of God, Rem, 6. 23..and "Y 
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| © Or, Helprroticly. wg © 
an ſay to the Righteous, it ſhall be well with them, for 


they ſhall, yea they ſhall eat the fruit of thiir do« 
of ings, Iſa. 3. 10. i 
2th 9. The good man's beff, and the bad 


th) mans worſt, bes in ſhall be's, Iſa. 3. 10, 11. in 


No reverſion. Here Dives had nothing but his 
ul good things, but hereafrer he had no'good 
&f| thing. Here Lazarws had his evil things,bur 
mn afterward no eyil thing. The good man 
at | when he dies takes his leave of, and departs 
nd from allcvil ; and the evil man” when he 
xe dicsrakes his leave of, and departs from 
"| all his goods, which was all the good he had, 

Now. he is comforted, but thou arr tor- 


hl mented, Leke 16. 25. Oh ;is a fad thing. 


rf to have ones portion of good only in' this 
Xl life, Pſal. 179. 14. 5.56. 

J 10. The things of this World, v:z. the 
lnfts of the Eye; the lufts of 'the Fleſh, and 
the Pride of Life ( which ſome. cat The 
#orlds Tronty) the God which Worldlings 
worſhip; have many charms, and .ate be- 


god of this World;to make this world 
God ; andrhere's no conquering, no nor 
avoyding the. influence and force+ of its 


> 


25, 1 John5, 4, 5. 
E ; | 11 Our 


Faich and being ſtrong in Faith,” Heb. 11, 
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witching: Many have been inchanted Pj ene 
their” | 


Philters , which work on the (ſenſe, but by - ; 
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ſhould beto be. men of truth ; true ro'G 


11 Our grcat deſte and cadeayo 3 


we 


and his Glorv ; tre to our ſouls and their 


happineſs z !#e tg men and all the offices of 


Love. we owe tothem ; and we ſhould oe 
20 mgy any thing but love, Ephcl. 4, 15. Rom. 
13. 8, Falſhood and Hypecrifie is ungodly, 
unmanly, and unfriendly ; *cis odjous to 
God and all men that difcover it, and muſt 
nceds be hurtful ro them that a&t it ;: tor 


Hatth. 23.33. 


. 12 *Tis to beour Prayer and Care, not 
only to receive mercy from God, but ro:1m-' 


proye, it for God, and return the praiſe to 
God, :Pſal. 116, 13.. yea, and that ac- 


cording.to the benefits which we xcceive, * 


Pſal. 116, 12. "2 Chron, 32, 23; and 
then [twill be a . 

than to receive, is 29.35. For thankiuls 
neſs, and giving Ged the praiſe, is the compleativg 
41d cromnmg of al our mercies, without which 


ore-bleſſed thing to give 


theyare ſcarceto becalled bleſſings, 7[#.40, 


1,22. There are fix degrees of mercy and 
the New 57 
Crown of all. _ 
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+73 A'good mai, would gladly be. pre: 


Sorg is.the ſweet cloſe and glorious. 


ſerved, .not, only frqm, miſcarriages ,; but | 


miſtakes , for 1Þ<7. axcgjer mire 1ge's mop 
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hearcz and is impatient till-he be ſo-upright, 
as not.only, not'tocommitinsgreattranſ- 


oreffion, ibut thatthe thoughes ot his beart, 


the words:of his mouth,” and the works of 
his. hands, may be all acceptable: to:God, 
Pſal. 19.2414. | phoF. 


14 Oh what a (ad life do they live; who 


— 


live mn pleafure ! Life do I ſay ? Nog toy they - 
are dead while they Ive,” 1. Tim. 54:6. If we 


wilt fay they live, we muſt ſay, that 'ris but 


like Bedtams, who (and their plcaſiires alfo) . 


are run ſtark mad : For to this purpoſe is 
that of Sofowmn Eccleſ, 2.2. or Ec my arc 
degenerated and meramorphoſcdintoBeaſts 
Jer, F..Os | ke 


15 Fondnels is-the ſickneſs: of:loveyby 
which - ildren are taught to rebel, «\Kengs 
Tr, $,6..4t 


tongues, or pride and paſſions; how:ro be- 
have themſelves in a Dance, better than 


in Company; how' to wear fine oaths,” 
than how-ro do yertuouſly : thus they ar 2 


ic proceed not fo fat» yer they 
are very il} bred ; for {nch p:rſons («foes - 
b4y (ayes) teach their. children to þe Gentle» 
wom?n, before they teach theanr'tobe wo= 
meirz.to bridl: their chins more thantheie - 


. £4 


ſubſtance. Bur ler us learn co teach children 
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'pufreup ):with ſhew: withous 


( ro whom much reverence rs due) by : word and 
dced, by doRuine and example, it cver we 
expett they ſhould prove duritul. ro:God 
and co us, and of any uſe to others while 
they are in the World, 1 Sam. 3. 13s Tit. 2, 
4» 5+ Prov, 22.6. and 23. 13> 14+ 13. 24, 
& 1g..18; 8 22.15, 

I's He that keepeth, Iſr acl 4th neither ſlums 
ber nor ſleep Pſal. 121.4. And how ſafely and 
quictly may they {leep,.for whom God is 
pleas'd ro wake and watch ? Pſal, 4. 8. & 
3. 5» Prov. 3 3. 34. 

17 Will-worſhip and VVill-ſuffering 
are both bad ; as is clear from Col. 2, 23, 
CF, TY, I | 

18 *Tis no cure of Palifon to delay i it: 
For that which Arhenodorrs prefcrib'd to 
Auguſtms, to repeat the Alphaber berween 
paſhon and revenge;'s but boyiſh and flight, 
as diverting the mind to a trifle; which is 
only to conm2n, and not to conguer the 4 !ſtemper : 
*Tis like the cure of Empericks, which may | 
allay, not free a diſeaſe :/ *cis'beſt:to pluck it 
up bythe Roots ; and how that” $ donrs ſce 
Gal. 4 24, F 

19 Thry diſpute beſt; and are moſt like. 
£0 prevailz” who fc hard arguments and. 
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ſoft words, Prov, 15; z. and __ 4 gi" \Jebn 
7. 46. 

20 An hypocrite is one wh ſotims ih 
be what he 41s not, and would not ſfeem- 
(ror ” ſeen) tobe what he is; Marth. 23. 2F3 
=== 2 


21 All men offend in many hf 05, James 
3. 2. and many men offend 1n all they do, 
Gen, 6.5. 

22 If ſinners be damned, 'tis juſt with 
God todamn them:;- if they be te: UST 
mercy. from God, Row. 6, 23. 


23 VVhen the Law of Godis wricteo i 
our hearts to teach us, our hearts will be 1n 
the Law of God todo it, Pſal.. 40. ge Heb: 
8. 10,11. 

24 If it be thy cuſtome to 7 know a 
'ris Gods cuſtome to puniſh ſinners, 5 as Rom. 
8.28. 2Thefſ.2. 11, 12. ®-: 


2 Hethar hath Cod for him, TE not 
fear whatany (Man or Dewi) can do Ne: 
him, Rom, 8, 31. 


26 VVecan call nothing oroperly our 
own, bur ow fins; for all-things: elſe -we 
owe (and ſhould pay) an acknowledgmeny 
to God ; yea, cven for..our very.;miſcries 
they being, not only leſs than our inquiry 
deferycs,, 
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worth thinking on - 
deſcrves, Ezr49. 13. but. (though of fins pros. 
caring ) are.delign'd by God, not only to 
cortet-us for. our evil, /bur to: inſtruct us! 
tor our good , Heb. 12.10. and /t greatly be- 
Comes us tobear , and concerns ws to hear the Rod, 
Mic. 7.9. and Mic. 6.9; for, Prov. 3.11,12, 
and Pſ[al. 94, 12. MONET 
27 CoppFionce » Credit and Friehdſhip, 
are three of the moſt valuable things in the 
World ; but Conſcience aboye any , 2 Cer. 

2.2% - FA 


*" 28 All Divine Writings , 27z. the Holy 


S:riptures,contain more matterthan words, 
racy have an infinite (onfearchable depth. 
of ) ſeaſe and meaning : but many humane 
Writings have more words than matter , 
rt Tie. 1.4. Titts 3.9. 2Tm, 3. 15,16, 
WF. 11304 : TEE 
29 Perſons 1nteliigent and pious , will 
1K be apt to value any Diſcourle for witty, 
that cannot pleaſe the Fancy without of= 
tending the Conſcience : nor cycr think it a 
demonſtration of a mans wit ; that he will 
adventure to be damncd tobe thought one; 
as they do that: abuſe the Scripture, and tura'the 
Grace of God into Laſciviouſwals ,: and-are 
wanton y- if-not profane, though bur 1a Jeſt; * 
Judi 4.Epb.5.5,-+-6." 7 FP Yu 4 


- C : 2 * 
- 3 - 7 


"7 —— ta. prin 
aflove will: naake us: _—= and. 


HE any one that will admire. ang 
Arr. Ph, 6 Gal, 4,17» | 
1 The beſt uſe; we can make os ethers: 
FO! ne ety is 10 prepare for Qur. own ; a4: 
the death of others dath-naturally nawng un of (aux 1 
mortality ; which calls upon us to-liveavell,; 
{cciog we die daily., and may die-today. be- 
fore to marrow ; and: it this-night our; 
ſoul ſhould be taken from us withour Re- 
pentance ». we ſhall nat only die; bur perith, 
Luke 13, 3+ 
32 As for ſuch as aſpire to polibume 
Glory > tis.to be admixed to ſee theirambi- 
tion. projecting beyond the--Graye ,: but 
themfelves ( ic may; be.) ſteppiog:ſhaxt-of 
Heaven-:- Oh what;/Fools arc-they. (how: 
much. ſ1ever applauded. for wits) whoatcmpr | 
things they ſhall never fee»: and: provide 
LF TAGS they ſhajlever feels Zwke3 2; 205; - 
Pſal. 49. 11, 1241.3: * Twilkbe: cold fa+i 
ifaftion , to have aname rceprdedand CC-; 
lcbrated in'anyBook: (for Beaury, Wir, Va-) 
lour » Riches, & 6 ) if.it be hlenediour of: 
the Book of Life, Exed. 22. 33. Rev. ge 


- 8. or were never!  Wractenn 1n it.3 5: Rev.: 29, 
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23: They who avill.cot docdemininks 
"ug nn io ada Rcligian , ſhould; eb 
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66 © Things worth thinking on - 


do Religion: the wrong to profeſs it , P/a. 
O, I6.. | | 

F 34 Aﬀetted hardneſs isuſually followed 

and frequently puniſhed with inflicted hard- 

neſs. The harder mens hearts are,the more 

they ſinz and the more they 1a, the harder 

their hearts are, Heb. 3. 13. Si 


Man indeed may teach the Tongues , bur 
God only the things : Man may teach the 
Grammar and Rhctorick, but'God teach- 
cth the Divinity of revealed Trifths : Man 
may teach the car , -but God only teacheth 
the heart, 1 Cor.3.7. Heb. $. 10,11. 

35 We arc to do all we do to glorific 
God , and to doit{o'thatGod may: be glo- 


._V 


35 Religion us no Book=craft , nor Paper-skill,” 


rified , x Cor, 10, 31. which isnotby com- © 


municating any glory to him , for that we 
cant, bur by receiving/his grace into us,that 
it may animateand:af us', and thercby we 
be like him and pleaſe hitn + ' For * T7 all ane 
10 Scripture Paraſe ,irs: ghrifie and to pleaſe 
God, Father F Glorifie thy ſelf ; John 12.2S.,: 
and, Father, thy will be dvac, Ma:rh.-26. 


EIRELET at WE 
36 Light, fooliſh and/{dle ralk 5 hathno- 


thing of weight in it, unleſs irbe*, that 'tis 


a burden to the hearers; and'ſ#ch men do beſt 
at laſt, viz. when they make an- ed of 


talking, 


4. 450.6 
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calking, Eph. 4. 29. Prov.-30. 22: and 296 

| Il; "= 7 Eyes 2h Prov,26. 7,9. Eccls 

To oe 
| 37 Time and leiſure js not givenito any 

| man , that he might do nothing, or (which i 

worſe )) that they 'might do evil bur that 

. | they :tnight do good and well, Fſal. go. 12. 

' Eph.5.15,16. Asfor Sports and Paſtimes, 
the beſt of chem come ſo near to idleneſs,and 
the worlt of. them to vice, that.as the one 
is not to. be allowed-any , ſo. the ather no 
conſiderable part of our time, Eccl.g.10. and 
11.9. and 12.1, X | 

38; Many \men live as if: chey had no 
ſouls to ſave, 'or at leaſt, as1it they had no 3 
mind to fave their ſouls , Prov. 8,36. which © 7 
ſome read ( ſpernit animam) he deſpiſeth his 
ſoul, .as if 'twere. good for.nothing but to 
be damned, : and as we read it, -tisto ſhew, ; 
that finncrs do nothing but wrong-and un- \ 
do themſelves ; they arc Felones de. ſe, ſelf 
murtherers, Lake 12.20,2 1, | 

39 Some men ( and ſome called Gentle 

F mer ) {cornitopray to God, asmuch as te - 
beg of -men , Feb 21. 13, 14, 15. And ſome 
care for only ſo much Religion, as will 
ſave their credit in this World . and: nor - 

_ their ſouls in the other World +-Vertue and 
Godlineſs (theythink) are good names and 

$20 > 7 * words, 
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68 Thingsworth thinking on : 


wordss bat they will-have no acquaintance. 


with chethings, 2 Trim. 3.5. 


42 Some men 1altead of laying up their 


treaſtire-tin Heaven), lay up and place hea 
ven urtheirtreaſure , Luke 1 2,30,2 1 They 
make-Gald their Gyd, Fob3r. 24: yet (it 
Ag cm be content to hear of honour» 


- tig©o1,, $6 long as tistiort with their ſubs ' 


iſtaiese, Prov. -p 9, ; 


4i Wirchour Gods affiftance , we can do 


nothing y Fohx-15.5.-2-Cor, 3,5. and with- 

out Gods bleſing , all we do will come to 
nothing 51 Cor, 3.9. © 

44% We ſhould rather heal than diſcover, 

yer tartier diſcover than flatter the vices 


of them with whom we conver(c, Gal. 2. | 


$ | 4. 


dilconrſe, Eph.4.29. Col.4.6. | 
24 "Tis 'yery havgry-wit that can fced on 
Auch 14uſ#545-diet , as deridingly to diſcovile 


"i 


+ - 43. We ſhould fo ſpeak , as that none. 
tmay- be' the Worſe, bur all the better for: 

hearingius';-that all may be brought to the : 
love of.g0oYne(s and harred of fin, by out - 


of , and rejoyce art z other mens infirthites 
or calamiries yea though rhey be enemnes, 


Prov.23.19. Job 31 #9. , Prov.17.5. Pſai.35. 


15: Ahd "tis vety dwarfiſh wit, baſe', low, - 


- and ſordid (like thar of -Ziba) which'can- 


Woes 
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not well how to advance ir felf > "bur by = 
trampling on: others reputation , 200 oY 
16.3. | = 
45. When riches increaſe , we ſhould -NOt 
be affe&ted wich them ;- nor when: they de 
creaſe , ſhould we be attiacd for them: 
Trarſpetts ard Torments are equally to be avoided. 
A manfhould never loſe the ferenity and 
calmnefsof his'mind, cither i u7 enjoyrments: 
or in dif-appointments;- in gains or lofles.' ' - * 
HowAand where to'lfcearnit ſee Pbl.4. 1s . 2 
12, Is $28 . by 
46 He thatli not Getir his Keil; ahi _ 
hath learned codie well: in order to which © 2 
we muſt-above all cndeavour: thar- our fins: 6 
may die, and -we miy ſee them dead before © 
Our {elves;* 3 Cor, I5. $535955T. © - > 
47 He' can never. live contentedly , 5 thar - 
fears todie- Its no'gcat thing: to live 
ſlaves and beaſts can do that ;* but 'tis a _ 
great thing to live and dic well, '2 Tiw. 4 _ 
0 Fern Ry 
48 Ir's-a good and cheap time to dic in» IA 
when, to live is, rather a burthcn',. than a* 2 
bleſſing ; and'thercis niore cvilin life, ran 7 
900, t andindecd there are many things w fe, 5-2 
worſe than death. ;: beſide onr fins, cur Fck-* =. Y 
nefles;” aud ſorgerime phyfick too |, that. 
Many times ae undergo many deaths: __ 
YOIG 
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void One * his yet "ths beſt fo ſubmit. to God both 
for time. and, way ; and tis our duty to live 
and uſe good micans-to live as Tong as we 
can, thar we may bring glory ro God, whe 
I ther by doing 0: ſuffering ) Jſas 57:1; Phil, 
E I., 2), += 25, 
4 2 The beſt way never tobe crall in our 
"uk ohlegs .is tomake Gods Will our own'; 
S by.chis we ſhall never: miſs of having out 
>, own ircechoice inallthings, Matth. 26.39, 
b and we ſhould never ſay ' (Fiat voluntas mea 
”://quiatua) our will be done, but only ay 
3 and becauſe. tis Gods, Fames 4.15... 
E _ -.. 50. Obedience .and -w ell-going i. 15 this 
'Y good mans wages as well as-work ; and- 
he will be doing good ,.though he do. 900d; 
for nothing elſe: and they who do' not 
E good ,. are-( as we ſay ) too. good, that is 
3M ftark-naught \, and good for no:hing at ally | 
3 P _ l4. 43 5- 
1: Theptin of erting., the care of keeps 
ins = fear of lofing, rakes away much of; 
-thecomforc of having riches : See Solomons 
Eccleſiaſtes. | 
52 He is the rrue Gentleman 5 whois 
Gods Servant , the Worlds Maſter, and Sins, 
Conquerour , Heb. 11. 25. | 1 
..53' 'Tis cold comfort to ſce ones enemy, 
Ya bad and not ones s (elf in a good condiny 
pf | dition Ty 
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tion ; Ihe mierabla;amd; cnc hap- : = 
PY - which we can neyer be, JE Y 
not ſubdued , as well as ( ard We 27 ” page * J *E 
worſt of). our enemies. ' Tis tobe,baſe , ro *® 
conquer men and be conquered by luſtsy 3 
Prov. 16. 32. = 

54 Man made fin , and fin unmakes (fos, 
icunmans , and by taking away che like- , 3 
neſs of God ungods) man - of man detl 
fin , and ſin doth undo man z Prev. —x 34» - 

Exzth, 16. 

5 He that. is not ſo good as 7; FNSs be 

n ph prefeat condition , 1s not like to be as 
00d as he ſhould bein another condition : 
we do but flatter and abuſe our ſelyes by 
promiſes -and. purpoſes of what we 
be, while we negle&t to be E: ode: we | 
a , Eccleſ. 9. Ig.. Dent, 5, 27 » == 


» He that doth notdo good for Gods 
lake in a time of proſperity , is not liketo 
ſuffer evil for Gods-ſake in a day of ad- 
verſity : and ſo backward, Fob 2. 10. Eccleſ. 
J. 14s": 

57 ye EY PIN is never quict 1 but reſtleſs 
and incroaching » crying like the Horſe- 
leeck ,- Give ; Give: at farſt ic longs tobe 
next the beſt , then to becqual wich 


what 


» C19" ” wn hd " 
Nr o WOrs 3 
. 


12 _ Ahings worth thinking on < 


wharieends? it may be ninth in Abſe- 
low; Hamas ; and Tubm (far, orc. The 
chat will by unlawful means climb higheſt, 
ate like tofall loweſt * for Pride 1s the Uſher 
tac Fall, Prov,16.18. 
$58 Friends moe fail _ that fly , as 
ether ſuſpeting the perſons and their 
cauſe, or. fearing what they may {ſuffer 
for their ſakes, 1 Saw. 21.1. 15am, 29, 
45 5. | 

59 Man is not onely born , but new- 
pk to trouble, Mtth. 16. 24, 2 Tim, 


3: 
66. It's too ulual nproſpericy to forget 
the GE—_ «13. and inadyer- 
firy to rſh th ic preg of God , 1ſn.49. 
E4, --- 17, | | 


--6s Many times whtn men come to a Ye 
will, God comes to a Yo ſhall : the judge- 
ment is as their fin : and God is as mach ſet 
on his will for judgement, as men are ſer 
on therr will for fin,1 Saw. 8. 19. Hoſ.13.1t, 
Pal. O95 17,1 

.62 Worldly men are for the rudiments | 
of the World; becatiſe they bring in the 
things of the Worl#? and cry out, Great 
5 D:a»z of the Ephe/ay, becaufe ſhe brings 
nv {mall gain unts the Crafrſngerr, and by | 
which they a" allthor wealth AB 19. 
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+ Or, Helps #0 Pety._ 
24, 25, 28, Hence*'tis that che Pope prevails 
more [than a General Council , jprghs! 
hath Places and Preferments to beſtow, and 
they have none, I Tim.6.3,445- _ _ 
63 "Tis made a euiction by ame , Gi 
is betrer ,' the War that brings Peate;or rhe 
Peace that brings War ? bas GueAg; ber 
ſhould endeavour ro have Peace with God 
and all men, and ro VVar with-nothing 
bur the” Devil, che Fleſh and Sin , Eph. 6, 
F2, La Rs 
64 Though men may pluck my heart 
out of my bowels, chey ſhall never pluck 
therrinh ( nor the love of ic )* our of my 
heart, was the ſaying of (and becoming) 
a Martyr, | 4 
65 .If the. VVord of God ſlay not the 
ſin of. man, yer 'twill ſlay the Man'of Sing 
- 4 «2.8. and the manthar goes on'in ſus 
of, 6.5. RR 
66 God made man to ſerye him ,. and 
he that ſerves God is a made man : tor God- 
lineſs is the making (the enriching. and ex- 
alting )'of a man. A man 1s made for ever, 
when he 'ks ntw=made, 1 Tim, 4. $. | | 
67 If Gods Precepts be far from out 
hearts, his Ear will be far from our Prays. 
rs, Prov. x. 28; i + $2] 
68 Sleep; which'ts Ge ade of Dearhs 
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is.the” Nurſe of Nature , » the Parentheſis of | 
our. Cares, Griefs14, and Troubles and }* 
Death is the Periods, the fy OP; PONTL OL or. 


end w chem all, if we. die. FR an rd, Rev 


$4: 03 THF Reſurcettion is bg beginoing | 
v 1 


iew Verſe, 4, Paragra 
the whole Tratt. of Etcrna pr Vs , to fn 
Children,” of the Reſuurreftion ». John 5. 
29. 

69 Though it bd. y miſcry to have a ſin- 
ful heart, yer 'tisa mercy to ſee it ſo; tor 
Convittion u, the firſt ſtep to Converſion : 
chough there are many vile enough Gs. Ks 
ehcir ſtate) robe damned , yer there are but 
tew. vile cnough ( as.to their ſenſe 1n their 
own eyes)" ro be ſaved , or to cry out , #her 
ſhall [ do to be ſaved ?. Alts 3. 
©.70. The Profeſſors of. and. Pleaders for 
merit, , would be loth to uſe ſuch argu- 
Mmeits before God in Prayer (which « a lutle 
day ( or the emblem of the Day) of Juage- 
#2vt,) before God a5 they do in diſpute, 

ore Men : as, 1 am worthy for mhom thou 
ſronld'ff'dv this, Thovgh ſome did plead ir 
for the man , yer the man durſt not plead i it 
for himſelf, as Lube 7. 4, with 7. 


71. There's not. ſo greata difference, | be=' 
tween thehigheſt Saint in Heaven,, and the, 


on Fe SAIL ON Earth's for 'tis. bur. (pate) 
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* in degree ; as there'is' bertveen the luck 


Saint On Earch and the higheſt Man (it bur 


a Man) on Earth ;-for'tis( ſpecre) "a diffe- 


rence. in kind ,' Prov. 42.26; and} God lo! 
veth the loweſt Sathr, morethar che Higheſt 
Angel doth love God. 2.507 7 

72 'VVhen Chriftians goods are Hoil'g 
and raken from rhem' for: Chiilts » 
Mean take what is not, but Go4 What's 
own : and yer he will place ir to Ter 2 
count "and reward chem abun they.» it 
not: in this Lite, yer in'thar ft ofne'; if 
not in kind”, yet 40 Findnefs, w FEWTY in 
finitely becrer , Ht. TO. 3 34+, 2h. $97 


29. 

73 Ie- might be, juft, with coll 
them go naked for 'watir 
for wantonneſs ; atid to: oe l 
beſpotred with the Name; of proud ,-C 
who beſpor themfeltes” for the 'fande ; e 
| beauty: and though chariry Sy aHme 
ro believe ,* that forhe women” wl ang 
out {1gns , will nor lodge ſtra 


theſe Meck-Tneſts ( vp calls xk SR 


guilty” of rempiing ackers ro tempt them, © + 


peer 3s. " I}> 6, ' Prov, 75, FL 2% : 
I7 4 

74 Twere to be withr there were more 
and fairer pro;ortion > between Profeſſion. 


+ a 4 = Sr * 


- - a—__4 PEY < 
Ss. Sad itn? cd + + 
< } 


te OCEE—_—_ 


76 Thing worth thimking on © 


aud Praftice; That men would do asthey 
ſay ; and-not only talk of , but walk in. 


Chriſt and the Spirit ; and notonly adorn 
themſelves , their houſes , and their books, 
with fine , gay and golden clothing, hang- 
ings, and coyers : but that they would a- 
dorn the. inner man with a meek and quict 
Spirit , and the outer man with Good 
VVorks, and by both the Doctrine of God 
our Saviour ; for hers a very piteous Chriſtian, 
who in words confeſſeth , but 1x works demeth 
Chrift, Gal. 4.25. Col.2.16. 1 Tim. 2, 9,10, 
x Pet. 3.4. Titws 2.10, and 1. 16. How 
can hebetruc tothe VVill of God , that's 
falſe ro his own word ? 
75. VVicked: men do not only depart 
om God, bur bid God depart from.them 


takes them to their word , Heſ. 9, 12. and 
" when they ſhall hear that dreadful Serterce, 
Depart from mt ye curſed, Matth, 25. 41. Sin 
and, damnation hayc one Name , departure 
from God... 20 
... 76, We have'grear reaſon to.ackgow 
ledge: our bcholdennefſs to Gad: 3 far" ths 
time that is paſt , and as great tgown guy 
gdependance on God , for the time t6.come: 
and arceby both hugely and ſtrongly obliged 
to glotifie God, Dev, 5. 23; BEM 
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ob 21, 14, but wo unto them , when God: 
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mproved ; may 
Ce ne ee ny 
Ty company when alone: cre 1S@: © 
Story of a Ge oO, whoon his Deatli> 
bed laid this one command//upon: his wild 
ſon » and engaged him tothe perfarmance 
of it by a ſolemn'promiſe ,. vi That md. 
ſhould ſpend ſome time every dayiin' retired 
thinking , but left him/av liberty to:thunk on! 
what he would : . Being under thispromuſe, 
and having this. liberty. gihe addrales hims 
{elf ro perform the one , and. enjoythe a= 
ther ; \one day recalling his pattpleaſures', 
another contriving new delights! bur- ab 
length becomes inquifitive-after hisFathiees 
deſign andend z/ 1n requiringthis penahces 
He knew his Father -ro be a wiſe*aind:good 
man , and: therefore” courluded hs fitfgn:ito 60 
ſo tro; that his intent: could be no other » 


bur to bring him to conſider his wayes» and © 
* whither they tended ,-and whar'.wonkd: bes 


come of him if he were not religious} 'btit 
ſhould live and die in his fin : which was 
by a divine hand ſet ſo home , thar(theewas 
reſtleſs rill ic was made effe&tnal to hrs:be- 
coming a new man. Happy: Command 


happy Promiſe! happy Performance 'hap-+ © _ 


py Time ! happy 'Employmem 1-:happy: 
Succeſs ! Some body hath a ſaying, that 
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b thinking on : 


 (onfideration 16 half Converſion , and thar a 
£onfiderative perſon is not far » nor is like to 
be long from the: Kingdome of Heaven. 
The grear complaint God makes of men, is 
this , that they are not men, 5. e. rational- 
iy Ng + and reflefing on their wayes, 
Iſa. 1.3. and 44. 19. As if "twere impoſſible 
for men to aft finfully , if - they would 'aft rational- 
bz 3 and therefore calls on them ro ſhew 
themſelves 'men , /ſa. 46. .8. When the 
Prodigal came to .himſclt , he quickly went 
to his Father. Ei | 

78 When men (as the Apoſtle Paut doth 
oftcn') uſe Hyperbolies in ſpeaking ob Grace: 
and Glory, ic makes the higheſt of rhem, 
. bur feemiog ones: for they are a Theme , 
en whic gs eafje for a man to ſpeak much, 
but impoſſible to ſpeak too much , or well 
enough ; there's want in the words that are, 
and wanr of more words than thereare, to 
_ rell us the: All of Grace and Glory . Eph. 3.7 
18,19. and 3. 8. 2 Cor. 4. 17. 1 JTohs 3, 1, 
By 3- | 

99 Of.che two , Promiſes bind Faith 
more than. threatnings do ; and we ſhould 
ever be (45 God & ) 'mingg ready to.promiſc 
thanthreaten , and to rm them, rather 
than exctute theſc, Fſal. 163. 8,9. 
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© 80 He =" be of a very.wealti and "8 
ſtanding , or very perverſe Will , _ __ 
illogical , as to conclude from the ill yas 


that the Religion is bad ; and: willne #5. 2 <= 
ftinguiſh ho Fatt and Faith, Practiſe "NR. 
Principle: and (o is he thar will gSivewa BH be ; FY. 
to ſuch inconſequential reaſonings ,. as va 
conclude from onebad , or ſome had, : 
all are ſo: Thar becauſe Judas wasa TT: 
ror'z none of rhe Diſciples | y bo 
ful, and honeſt. 'Tis impertinegr: andab+ 
ſurd , to ſay , This 3s their Rebigion:'s , and they 
are alhalike. 

$1 Conſcience 18a Deputy-God (as Mi 
ſes was made a God to Pharnb) + 1, Todes 
clare:che*Will of God. 2. To jnſtigareto 
the dying . thereof ': And 3::To 
Plagux Can Texors, if it be not obeyed's 


82: To lin-1s hurtene-like; to grieve for't | 
is Saint-like , bur: to perſevere. in 1 and ro 
boaſt of ir, is Dewi/-libe.Johin $: 44... ARES 

83 Every fin tranfgrcfferh Gods Comm: 7:05 
mand ; but they who prefer rhe Fraditions © 
of men before the Commands of God; do. - 
make his Commands of none effeft,' Marth; 
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86 hr = Thinking on : 


- 84 A-man may conceive more in an 
hour, than all the greateſt of Kings or Ems | 
perours did-ever enjoy ; as Rocks .of Die] ; 
2nd, Heaps of Pearl, Mountains of Geld;, | 
but 'ris impoſſible ro think what God-is a»: | 
ble to do.z. or to conceive what God will 
do for them that love him, Eph.3.:20. 1 Cor. 


2; £ | 

"Ts not the Faith of ſenſe , .which is 

rt , nor: the Faith of Reaſon , which 1s 

knowing,but the Faith of Reveclation,which 

1s beleeving , that the Goſpel ues » Heb, 
I. 1. Jobs 20. 31. 

86 Where there is not quiet in paſſive 
Obedience, the fincerity: of ative may be 
doubted, Job 4. $,z 44 J%- ! 

-:87 VVe ſhould look to it, chat we be 

2Cious,. as well as vertuous , and not only 

conformable to the dictates of- Philoſo-$ « 
phy , but of Divinity : VVe ſhould do. 
 $9od/, not only for others ſake, or our own 
ſakez:or Vertues ſake , but for Gods ſake. 
VVe then do well, ( and: ſhall hear ir ſaid; 
Well dove good and fa'thul ſervants) when the 
go ood we 2 is from the loveot God asthe 
rinciple , 1 Fohn 5, 3. by the V Vill of God 
astheRule, Gal. 6. 16. yk” ro the ml of 
God as che End , Cor; 10. 31. | 


a 2 by 83. Some 
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"88 Some men ate ſo impudently.wick- 
ed, that though they rake Gods Name in+ 
co their Mouth Mey they hate:rq be refor- 


ic Gods ſilent , they think 


as themſelves , Pſal. 56. 16, ---- 21. thar 
God is as much a loyer of fin as they arcy 
for Mal, 2. 17, they-ſtick not toſay. , Eves 
ry one that doth evil., 24 good 1n the fight of the 
Lord, and he delighteth in them: or , Where 
is the God of Judgment ? and Becenſt Jag: 


God.of Tu ment, Plal.y, 16. Now ſccing 


do ſo often pray for. Judgment on the wicks 
ved , Viz; that they may know they -arebutmen's 


Lord, that they way know, that thou whoſe Nam 


$3. 16,18. They pray forevil tado them 
o00d;, and ſeem to: Curſe them thar they 
may: be bleſſed : For ſuch curſings arent the: 
1mprecatzons. of they ſpirit , but the prediftions 
of -Geds Spirit, toſtgnthie, not what they des 
fire may be, bur what God threatens ſhall 
be thejr condition ,. if they-perſiſt in _ 

75 ul 
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he gives conſent , and that he is fuch an one + 


ment 15 not executed ([predily , therefore: than * 

heart is fully ſet todo evil , Eccleſ.8.-1'10 Gul 
is ſcarce known or. ackyowledged , but as hetsw 
nothing Ec le bur Judgment will convince 24 
them.y. hence it isthat. David , Jeremiabzere) ©. | 
Pſal. 9. 20 that they way ſeek thy Nawe Q 6 | 
is Jehovah, artiſt High over all the eerth,Pſal. : I 
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82 Things worth thinking on - 
fin and what they deſerve for having ſin- | a 
ned: They that call for fice trom Heaven, | «| 
know not what ſpirit they- are of. -Blefſe! || p 
and:curſe not , yea bleſſechem that curſe! || y 
you and pray: tor them that deſpiretully' Þ| 1 
uſe you , and perhaps both -they will be ;; Þ| «| 
and you will ſpeed, 'the' better, Marth. 5. | x 
| 44> 45- Tocurſe any perſon or thing paſſionately, |} « 

15. an infirmity at leaſt , but todo it malicwufly is' || 1 
empicty at the beſt, $9 240 6 
- 89 No man can poſitively and tnfaliibly-- 

' fay whar God will do with theMan'of: Sin, 

as tothe particulars of his puniſhment , or 

the time of ir; nor how God will tecover. 
the World from under the poweyg of £4"- 
rrchreſtiamſm :. *'Tis to be. wiſht 1t maybe 

(and ſome believe it will be) by the Sword. 

of the Spirit, the word of God;, ratticr thai. 
by che Sword of War'and the wrath of * | : 
; man; by converſion; than by confaſion, 65. | 
% exrning hearts, than by taking away loet. Sure- | 

E- Iy nexr to fin , nething can be more croſs 
and dreadful to a "Chriſtian Genius 'and 
Spiric-, than'war. 'Tvsſad ro think af fight- 
wg and dying , but ſadder to thuk of damnlty, 
I ſhould be very jealousof, and arr "with 
my ſelf. , ſhould I find an inelbgiride5"ro 
pleaſe myſelf inthe rains the death 5,eſpe- 
city 1 thidamnatios. of: ay petfontandÞ 

| am ||. 
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| doth take them away , that he may bring. 


| God allows us to give Natareits due , provided 


Or, Helpria Frey. wp © 
am pretty confident,, that if ic nght pale 1 
according to the ,Vores of good mans 2 
they would all wiſh and pray , that no one Þ 
perſon might fin any more or periſh for &- 
ver : and whatever ſhakings yer remain for 
this world , till the Judgment Day , that 
they may begin and end only in holineſs, 
and be managed with a meck and quiet 
Spirit » fe 2. 4. Hag. 2. 6, 7. Jam. 3. 

I 3, === IS, | | | 

92. To hold Communion with men that 
are ſinners, and not ro haye Communion-. 
with their. ſins, is a» excellent ſociable ſpirit; 
To extend ic where. the Rule commands, 
and deny it where the Rule forbids , quali-. 
fies us to converſe with God and Men,1-Cor,” 
5e, 9, 10,. 11. Eph. 5. 6,:--17. 1 Jobni. 
$32 Þo., <2, 

Mt we hay2 not been thankful. for; - - 


Treat mercies , God may and ſometime _- 


us to have a great value, ahd to berhank-. 
ful for the leaſt of mercies, Lam. 3. 22. 
2 Kings 20. 16, --= 20, TY 
92 The heart may be (a'lapably) rouchr 
and fee] , when objects of fear and grief 
preſent themſelves to , and are upon: us. 


<4 ; Ft 6 ; ; 
deny net- him his due. Qucbleſſed Lord aod, 
, - - - ' F h + F @ * 5 Vie . 
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84 "2 hings worth thinki 
nets 


Saviour was ſenſible of fuch things , Hes. 4. 
"15: and withour it aman ſhould be not ons 
ly a $:9:6&, bur a Stock ; and 'twould be no 
exerciſe or trial of grace, if marrer of grief 
| and fear were not perceived and felt , Hes, 
22, 11.4 | | 
93 God reſted not from his work of Cre- I 
ation, till man was made; nor can manrclt 
trom his purſuics after the Creation , till 
God be enjoyed , Pſal. 73.25. Feciſts nas 
Domine propter te , nec acquieſceimmns donec ad te 
per veriamw , {aid St. «Anſtine; thou madeſt 
us for thy felf, O Lord, and weare nat 
quicttill we come unto thee. And 'tis only 
ia the God-Man Chriſt Jeſus , that God is 
and wecan be well pleaſed. 
94 Love is the fulfilling of the Law, 
Faich the fulfilling of rhe Goſpel, and both 
| the fulfilling of Chriſtian Religion , Gal. 
3 " 5. 6. | "MW 
| 9s Ir is as clear by Scripture-light 
char Chriftis God, as 'tis by Natures-light, 
char there is a God , Rom. g. 5. Pſa. 
I4., I. 
' 96 Though they that write or ſpeak of 
the Holy Scripture , may decline a Rhero- 
rical ſtyle; the ſubje needs bur few of its 
Ocnaments , as not neceſſary ; and rejets 
_ many as indecencies , — 
aun y 


| 


{ 
| 


War St, a et nr" 


. *- Or, Helps to Pie | 
Majcſty of fo facred a thing , 1. (. 2. t 
——5; and v.13, yet this great Apoſtle, 
that he might gain upon , became all things 
to all men , as being debtor to the wiſeand 
to the unwiſe or unlearned , Rom. 1; 145 15, 
and therefore we find him not only diſpating 


 ſtrennonſly,, and contending earneſtly for 


the faith , As 17. but uſing a flowing ele- 
quence , and the flowers of Rhetorick very 
often , and ſomerimes quoting their Poers 
LOO» | | 

97 Through want to be deſtitute , or 
through will to deprive our ſelves of food 
and raiment, is the one our miſery , the 
other our folly, not any Mortification 
which 1s not 1n denying the body neceſſa- 
ries, but 1nabridging ir of its irregular ſenſu- 
al appetites, Col. 2. 23, | | 

98 Were the Scriptures ſufficiently un- 


derſtood , they would be highly venerated :: 7 


and they that would keep others from read- 
ing of them , do (as Sazl by his raſh adju-- 


ration Y with-hold them from cating that: 


honey , which being taſted , did nor only* 
gratifie the Palate, but enlighten the Eyes; 
Pjol. 1 2, = rn env eeneta 

99 There's great difference between do- 
ing and being obedient ro the Will of God 3 
The ground of Religious obrdience” is. , becauſe 
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34:1, 22. : 
..I90: When men have find , how plea- 


ſanc ſozver they may taſte it , yet they will- 
feel it lic ſo croſs and ſcurvily in their breaſts, 
that they will take no pleaſure to look into 
themſelves, or be ſenſibly rev andpaind, 
oto do,Ger. 4.13. 


if they have the hardineſs 
Job 20, 12, === 14» 


Or, Helps Fo Piety. 
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Any perſons that at firſt belies 
ved 1n Chriſt but upon report, 

- arc afterwards ( 6. better ac- 
I-F q4azztance ) brought to believe on him on. 
4 

) 

4 


frm 


11S OWN ACCOUnt y, John 9. 3 93---42: 
2 Is it not more truly honourable and 
' Þ glorious to ſerve that God, who cammands. 
- | allthe World, and will crown his Servants 
with glory ; than to be a\{lave to thoſe paſ- 
fions and Juſts, which put men upon contt- 
nual hard ſervice, and torment them for it; 


when they have done 5 Mat. 27. 3,---5. ® 

3 Two things ſhould be much laid ro 
heart by us, the ſin of our Nature, Plal. 51.5: -. 
Rom. 7. 24. and the Nature of Sin, 1 Joh $2 


3.4 " 3 
| 4 If wecometo Chriſt, he will nor caſt 
us out, John 6. 37. but if we do not come to 
him, we caſt away our ſelyes, Prot. 5, 36, 3 
Jobn 8. 24. : - 42 NY 


Ce. 


a d) The Commands of God ſhew us what 
+| our power was, what our duty is, and what. 


by -QUC. Prayer ſhould be : D4 quid jubes, & bs "ND 4 
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2 > --Bg Things worth thinking on  N- 


be gued vis, Give us Lord to do what thouf, 
commiandett, and command us to do whatſp 
thou wilt, Pſal. 143. 10, 4 
6 The Work of Creation is called but 
che Work of Gods Firgers, Pſa. 8. 4. otf1 
his Hands at moſt, ver/. 6. and 19. 1. buy 
the Work of Redemption is wrought with}, 
his Artn, Loke 1. 51. ; It 
7 Thepcrſons who arc recorded to have}, 
been eminent in one particular Grace, hayelg 
yer mifcarried in not afting according,ſy 
but contrary to that Crace : As Abrahamfj 


- for Faith, vet denied his Wife from Unbeſ;y 


lief : M-fes for Meekneſs, yet excluded Ce 
»aan for Paſſion : Feb for Patience, yer how 

Impatrient? for though he ncver did as theſf; 
Devil ſaid he weuld, and his Wife tempredF]j 


him-to dos, Tg. Curſe God, yet he cameJh 


near it,. in curſing the Day of his Birth: 
Saint Peter for Courage, yet denied C hrilt I, 
and afterward (wb:ch was a ſpice of the old diþ- | 
eaſe) he diſſcmbled for ſcar, G#/. 2. 12. 

-2$ When a Manichee contended with [ar 
Sainf 4»ftize, and cried out, Hear we, Heat; 
me, the good Father anſwered, Nee egathf{c 
nec tu me, ſed ambo avdrawins ApoFFolnm, 1 ill C! 
nor hear thee, nor do thou hear we, but ie 
us beth hear the Apoſtle : Sothe Pape crfpr, 
eut, Hearthe Fathers hear the Farhcrs-; bio 
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Oufye may anſwer, Let us hear the 4poftler and 
YatÞProphets , who were the grand and- great « 
- IGrand-Fathers, Epbeſ. 2.20. © 
uf 9 Man-fallen is man inverted, and curneq, . 5 
Afclean contrary to what he was : his loye i 
Where his hacred ſhould be, his glory whers © 7 
this ſhame, 6. He accounts ſtriftneſsa fins 
nd {in a bravery, Tit. 3. 3. Phil. 3. Col.1s 
Ver. So that we may exclaim as one do = 
VWIGod God! Whither: is man fallen! ar firl = 
81] wc practiſe ſin, then defend ir, then boaſt of 3 
"I; ; 'ris arfirſt (perhaps) a burthen, thena 3 
fcnſtome,and then a delight: bur at laſt wall - 3 


She a hell! as in Carm and Judas. + 2993 
Wh to They arc both deceived: ( 1) Who 
ſay, no matter how we believe, bur how we 
live ; and ( 2) They whoſay, no mater 
how we live,but how webclieve: The turts 
s,1Ye muFt believe and live in theTrutb,or elſe we 
hall »or be ſaved bythe truth, 2Thef. 2.1041 1412 

11 Gods love to his, will not ſuffer hints 
to depart from them. and their fear.of hins 
th [2nd love to him, will not ſuffer them to.de= 
* [part frog him, Fer. 32.49. nothing ſhall 3 
h Iſparare them from the love- of God -in 1 # 
IN| Chriſt, Row. 8. 39. 155: 
&| 12 Whea we are iti Proſperity, we ate IH 
Firronerolay our hearts too near it» . F/«/,62. 4-4 
$10, and when - ar: in Alyerſity, we ard 
; + | 3 3 
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Things worth thinking on - 


as prone to lay it too near our hearts, Pat, 
* 77. 6,>=9. 

13 The fear of an higher Power in Hea: 
yen ſhould ballanceand byas them that arc 
high in power on'Eatth : The greate#t ma 
have at one time or othed met with their match, 
but the great God never met with his, To 
3T. 13,14. and 38. 3. gad 4o. 2, 8, 9. and 
42. 2, 3. 1 (or, 10. 22, Alts 5, 39. and 
23.9. 

14 Books are a memory without us,and 
memory 15a Book within us. God hath his 
Books roo, which will be opened : happy 
they for whom, but miſerable they againſt 
whom they ſhall be « open 'd, Mal. 3. 16, Re 
v8, $6) 1x: ;< 

15 God declares himſelf Three Wayes, 
(r)By his Works ro the Eyc. (2) By his 
W ord to the Ear : and (3 ) By his Spirit to] + 
the Heart : Bleſſed are the Eyes which ee, 
the Ears which hear, and the Hearts which 
receive rhe declarations of God, Matth, 1 , 
16;and Luke 8. 15. but wo to others, 

| I3.13,14. Row: I. 19,20. 

| - + 16 TheNew Creature isbut a Creavuni 
and though it have Communion with: God, 

it cannot be God : Divireir may, a Dey it 

cant be, ] etthem confider it, thataralke: 

madly of being godded —_ God;;&e, + Ky 
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17 Anhard-heartis the Devils Cuſhion, 
he firs fofteſt on an heart of ſtone, 2 Cor.444, 
compared with Epheſ. 4. 18. : 

1s A Wiſe Man may lcara much of or 
by I Fool, but 2 Fool ( ef recrall Jy the conceited 
&:e) will not learn any thing of a Wiſe 
man, Prov, 1.7.and 26, 12. 

, 19 Though, we have: learnt to- call and 
celebrate the World aid things thereof by 
the great Names of Grandure:and Gallan- 
iry, by the pleaſing Names of Pleaſure: and 


Or, Helps to Piety. 


- Prertineſs, by the affefted Names of Honour 


and happineſs by the raki2g Names of Beau- 
ty and Bravery ; yet we do but miſcall and 
flarcer it,( yea abuſe our ſelves ro boot )for 
Ir's proper Names are far otherwiſe : Fame 
ty of Vamitres, being it's firſt ( Pronomen ) and 
Vexation of Spirit it's ſecond or Sirname( Co- 
gromen) as the great and {carching Antagua- 
ry found them to be, Eccl.:1, x, + , : 
20 God will not be putoff with a 'mouth- 
ful of good words; 'tis in vain to ſay tohim 
Lord, Lord, by way of Profcflion, Prayer, 
and Appeal, it we do nor:do his will:; for 
though we may plead with him, and quote 
our many preachments,@&s. yet he will pro» 
feſs that he never:knew us,no not then when 
calting:our- Devils,:&c. but will bid ns-de3 

part as Wotkers of Iniquity,, cyen ther: - 
Jy G 3 when 
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; 92 Things worth thinking on : 


When we prerended to preach up Holineſs, 
' and to caſt our theDeyil and all his Works, 
Nm. 7, 21, 22,23. | 
21 They mourn for fin on the beſt ac- 
count, who mourn for it as the worſt of e 
vilsand herein the worſt;as 'tis againft God, 
Pſal, 51.4. and they that do ſo, will mourn 

. for other mens ſinsas for their own,for ny 


are againſt God alſo ; and it may be fear 
they never truly griev d for their own, who 
can rejoyce at other mens, I1 Cor. 13.6. 

22 When we make other mens fins our 
owt, they will make us ſmart as much as 
if they were our own - And we may call 
other mens,our-other mens fins,not only when 
we command and counſel, or take pleaſure 
in their {in, but when we do not reprove 
them for their fin, and uſe all due means td 
prevent or remove their ſin. 1 Kings 12. 28, 
30 154m. 3.13, 

23 Philoſophy and Moral Diſcourſes 
may teach men the Art of concealing thei 
Vices,the way how tocur off the luxuriant 
branches and excreſcencies of corruption: 
bur the Seripture-Dottrine only teacheth the way 
of ſubduing and putting them 10 death, by laying 
ws Axc to the roor of the Tree, che very 
Heart. Moral Doctrine may help to make 
good men,bur "twill neyer make goodChris 
8 — fhiansz, 
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Verrues nothing elſe but che retults aud 
ctic&ts of cheir Viccs e "Tis Covcroulacts 
makes ſome "['cmperatc ; and Ambion 


makcs others Liberal and Juit ; nay Luft - 


makes ſome to religious as to pray,J4m,4.3. 
but they ether aske and mils, or Elte are pu- 
aifhed with the grape ot their own dritres. 
Oh what a forry thing s man ? how tewatrc 
there that know themſelves ? how often are 
the ations commendable;and not the man? 
Well-tare fimpliciry and. godly tuuccrity , 
which make nbt only the actions, bur che 
perſonas approved, 2 Cor. i, 12. | 

25 Ot allche ſtore of Vanitics which arc 
in the World, Ecc!e/. 1. 2.Man is one of the 
orcareſt, Þſal. 39. 5- and of all men, the 
Icceligious Arhcilts, who (#r4:4-/ick that they 
arc ) endeavour to be worle than they can; 
for they offer violence to the tacultics and 
inclinations of their own fouls: and wiſh 
thar with, and (ay that 1n their hearts, 
which for their hearts they cannor ſted- 
faſtly belicve, Pſal. 14. 7. fo that though 
they may have a great deal of ſecurity, 
"tis impoſſible they ſhould have any ſatis- 
fation. | | 
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ſtians; for we arc ſuch oaly by learning of 
Chriſt Jeſus, Epheſ. 4. 20,=--1 4. 
24 Alas ! How often arc many mens 
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hinking on - 
. 26 We ſhould be. very carctul-ro behave 
our ſclyes ſo, as to give perſons occafion ro 
love us, ar leaſt ro give, none occation to 
hate or deſpiſe us, Heb. 12. 14: 1 Tim, 4. 
"EH | | | 
__ 27 Whatanuncalicand ſickly condition 
15 poor man 1n ? full of impatiency and diſ- 
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Things worth 


content ! all about him is Vanity, himſelfin_ 


his beſt eſtate is Vanity, yea altogerher, Pſal, 
39. 5. Wearineſ(s attends not only his la- 
bour by day, bur his ſleep and reſt by njght- 
what of frights, what of dreams, what of 
very lons lying, the man's not at caſe in an 
caſie bed ! 

28 The moſt laborious a nd principal ſtu+ 
dy is to ſtudy ones ſelf, tro know ones felt ; 
how to live at hame and converſe alone ; 
not only company , but Books ſeduce 
us from it. CMeartation 15 a large and powerful 
jtudy to them that can wmpl:y themſelves init. Tao 
many peruſe others more than themſelves 
(as ſome ſtudy Humane writings acre than Di- 
vine) "tis mare calie and a diverſian ; and 
we being idle ſeek theſe things for paſtime, 
4s if time lay heavy on our hands; and we 
had not imployment cnough in our. ſelves, 
FIN 4..4. 206-20, 3. & __ 
- 29 How many different and all very 


poor things, do many - perſons Gp 
Al: 
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. Or, Helps to piety 95% © 
and comfort themſe)ves with when they © © 3 
come to die; cither the frear Name and 
Eſtate they ſhall leave behind them, or 
the confidence of their childrens wo: th, .or 
the ayoiding of this lives miſchiets, or the 
revenge that hangs ever their heads who I 
have been procurers of their death': ſuch +; 
as theſe are the miſerable comforts that. ;many 4 
men have, But on the other hand, how ma-» 
ny are tormented with the ſting of- fin 
and a guilty conſcience,with the fear of dy- 
ing and ſhame of living, or with ſolicitudes 
and thoughttulneſs ot what will become 
of that and them they ſhall leave behind. 
eAh how few can meet death half way, and: wel- 
come it 4s friend ? Surely none but they who 
have kept faith and a good conſcience, 
2 Tim, 4. 6, 7, $8. How few are fic and 
willing ro die ? Surely none, but they who 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, -Pſal. 1. 23. Rom. 
14.8, 

3o Here below there is no fſatisfaftion . *? 
for any (but diſhutetment for all) bur them = 
that are of an heavenly and divine. mind, 
who live to and hope to live with God, Pſal, -* 
39.6, y | Pt al 

31 In the Old Teſtament, the Prophelies - 
of the latter dayes were of good. and 

glorious times ; but j the New Ts | 
ro | . the - 
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T hings worth tbinking oz : 


the latter dayes are forerold to be apoſta- 
tzing and perilous; bad for ſuffcring , 
and worlſe for ſ{inningy 1 Tim, 4. 1, 2 Tun, 

3. i. 

32 *Tis natural ro own and acknow- 
ledge a God, Kew. 1. 19. but ro own and 
acknowledge Jeſus Chritt ro be Son of the 
Living God, isſupernacural , Marth. 16. 17, 
and to know the only true God, and jeſus 
Chrilt whom he hath ſear, is Ererual Lite, 
and this only, Jekn 17. 3. =_ 

33 Thevery queltions and debares about 
the Souls Immortality, is a proof rhat* tis 
ſo : for as none can diſtinguiſh berween ra- 
tional and irrational, who have not a- ra-_ 
nonal ſoul » So none can diſtinguiſh berween 
Mortal and Immortal, who have not an Immoer« 
z« Soul, Evecn fo the controverſies that arc 
about the Myſtery of Godlinefſs, do prove 
that without Controver fie great 3s the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs,1Tim.3.16. 

- /34- Books that contain pleaſure and pro- 
fir arc molt likely to be lik't,ar leaſt 'ris moſt 
rational that they ſhould ; as profiting the 
more becauſe they delight, and delighting the more 
Secauſe they profit : by this rule the Book of 
Books (the B:ble } ſhould be moſt acceptable, 
2Taw. 2. 15,17. | | 

35 Howpoora thing is: man, and hu- 

MANC 4+ 
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wandcrings and unſerttlements of Youth, 
che Cares, if not Vexations ot Marricd, the 
deſires and longings of Unmarried Folks, 
the diſcaſes and other 1#1-attendants of Old- 
age, make lite a weariſcme thing ; yet few 
care, and fewerare fit, to die. We may cry 
our as he, O Solon ! yea O Sol:mon! Ecclef. 
I. 1. and 12. 1.and 52. 13. "" 

Take man in his acquired accomplifh- 
ments, as Learning, &c. by which onc 
would think to find him much refined and 


harmonized, yer here he is wwmcb what as be 


was before, giddy, ſtraying and uncertain: : 


There is no man, bur on examinatign and 
eXpcrience muſt yceld, that time or more 
eXatt diſcovery, hath diſcarded, often dif- 


credited , if not wholly difop'nioned his - 
tormer opinions ; the inconſiſtency and © 
 ambulatorineſs of the age of man will e&- 
VInCE it. 1» Child-boed, the greateſt gocd in 

our opinion was Play ; te: Pleaſure, hen 
Conqueſt,c;he» Honour,then Gain ſucceeded,  ® 
confured, and wore our each other : and it _ '? 
chere be ſo much of detruſion and juſtling in + © 3 


thoſe opinions which be natural to us, how 
much 
ſo that in all conditions from his Cra- 


to his Grave (where be moſt /ie cre-leng ) man , 
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g8 Things worth thinking on - 
doth hicle bur diſquier, himſelf, Pſal. 39, 


36 He that hath moſt riches is moſt in 
debt, for he owes God, not only for what 
he is, but for more than he is worth, Ger, 
32. I0- 1 Chron. 29, 160 _ - 
 37:-He that looks often on beauty, is like 
\ tobetroubled with ſore eyes, Job. 31. 1. 
Maith. 5.28. and ( it he take not heed ) 
with a {120ing heart, for the eve not only 
affetts but 11tefts the heart ; as ar firſt, (0 
{111, Gen, er OG. 

28 We may love him or her too. too 
much, bt we can never love them well, . with 
or for whom: we can be. willing to {ih and 
venue to be damned , or at beſt ro buy 
repentance at a dear rate: for they are-wo- 
ful pleaſures, that we muſt repent of or be 
damned for, and ſuch are all the pleaſures 
of fin, Prov. 7. 22, 23. and 5. Fr 40> and 
7. 245-27. 

39 Ever {ince Eve ſinned, the daughters 
of men ( as one faith) have been Iremhlc 
with fits of the Mother, viz;, Curiefity aud 
Pride; and I may add, they. will never be 
cured ill they do becom? the Daughters of 
Sarah, 1 Pet, 3.1,---6. 1'Tim; 2, 9,-1-15. AS 
the: Sons of Adam; are cured. of the bruiſe 
they got by his Fall, in becoming the " 


Or, Helps to Prety. 99. © 
of Abraham, Gal. 3. 29. Rom. 4, 12. q ; 

40 vceing .we have lifed here 'and muſt 
dic, and yer live after dcath'z -and others 
ſucceed us when weare gone, we are great- 


ly concerned to fend before ws a very good 
treaſure, Matth., 6. 19,20. 17tm.6. 18, bg, 


ro carry with wa yery good. conſciencey. © © % 


2 Tim, 4.6,7- and to leave behind ws a yery 


good example, Jabs 13. 1, Phi. 3. 17. 
p NJ, - 3 : 


1 T1, 4. 12. \ 

41 Avztichrift ts not-only one that op- 
poſeth Chrifty but alſo one-chart 'puts him- 
{elf in the place of Chriſt, pretending to a& 
for him, but indeed afts againſt him. See 
Dofor More's Idea of Amntichriſtiamſme, 
There were thoſe that were called Chriſts, 
yet were Antichriſts, /Matth, 24. 23, 24+ 
1 Fohn 3.4. 2 Ep. of Joh» 7. Many called 
Gods that were bur Idols ; and' accordingly 
there are to this day them that are called 
Chriſtians in Name, but are indeed Anti- 
chriſtians, er Papiſts look to it. 

- 42 Intranſgrefling the Firſt: Table we 
do fin againſt God, yet may not ſin againſt 
man ; but in trauſgrcfling the Second 
Table we ſin not- only againſt man buta- 
gainſt Cod alſo-: and in many caſes God * 
hath ſhewn' himſelf more offended with + 
the breach of the Second Table, than with _— -: 
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100 Thi »es worth thinking on - 


omirting {ome duties againſt the Firit, Mar. 
'S:x3--and 12.7. Jnd /ſa. 1.11.---16, and al- 
. ways declares thens to be but pretenders to the obe= 
 arence of the firſt, who are not praltiſers of the Se- 
cor, x fohn 3, 17. and 4. 20. and is molt 
ſeverely angry with them that make the. 
. duties of the firſt a Cloak for the breach of 
the ſecond, Matth, 23.14. 
+43 Many gnen donor only chuſe Hell, 
bur purchal2 1t, as J#das did ; they will not 
inherit Hell, but pay for it. They who( as 
Tudas ) {cell their ſalvation, buy their dam- 
nation. 

44 The Iraſcible ( as a » &c.) do 
more hurt than the Concupliſcible (as Love, 
&c.) Paſhons; theſe are indeed more ſen- 
ſual, bur choſe are more Deviliſh, Jam. 3. 
14. 15. 

+ 45. We do not nore need the zeal of 
vencrous Love,than the caution of well-ad- 
viſed Fear, which hath reſiſted as many and 


” as ſtrong temptations, and done as great 


things as Love. G#. 22.12. Heb. rn, 17, 
and God that bids us love, bids us alſo fear 
him : both are to be exerciſcd ; a»d they ave 
then wel mployed, when we love to pleaſe 
the God we fear, and fear rodiſpleaſe the 
God we love. Whom ſhould we fear bue 
God, who cando malt againſt us? or _ 
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Or, Helps to Piety. 


bur God who hath done, can and will ds © 


moſt for us ? | 
46 Patience is an exccllent cemperate- 
' Grace, it was ncvcr injurious to any ; -bur-4s 


it is happy to it ſelf, ſo it isalwayes innocent © 
to others : {1's ambitions of nothing but Martyr- -— hi : 


dome, Jam. lt, 4+ 

47 There is no valour to that of Chriſti= 
an Fortitude, which had rather ſnffer the 
orcateſt injuries, than to do the leaſt. Marth. 

. Joy CO Up T6 | 

; 48. Nothing is unthankful bur evil An- 
gels and wicked men: For not only the Oxe 
knowes his owner, and the Aſs his Maſters 
Ciib, [{a. 1. 3. but ( Stories tell ws of) Beaſts 
of Prey, who Wave uſually no bowels of 
mercy, nor ſenſe of Juſtice, have yct a kind 
of ingenuity to remember benefits. Lyons: 
have done fo. : 

49 As health conſiſts in temperament, ſo 


the beſt way ro preſerve it is remperarces: 


And 'tis good for the'Souls health alſo, 


2 Pet. x. 6. and as gocd health makesrhe 
Body, ſo 2 goed Conſcience the Soul ( and 


both make the man ) happy. | 
50 Vain men having ſertheir hearts on am 
carthly Beauty, idolize it with a divine Jovez: 


and we may obſerve them in their courting, © 
to run out into dei:ying and adoring Cottty®* ©» 2! 
| plcmentses* 2 
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I02 Things worth thinking on : 
plements : which plainly ſhewsthat the natural 
in{tinf&t and inclination of Love aſcends to a 
Diwnity.,On theretore ler your afteFtions on 
God above, where the way of lite15s to them 
that are wiſc, Prov, 1.5.24. For as 'tis impoſ- 
ſible to look dirctly- wpwards and down- 
wards with rhe cves of the body at the ſame 
rime, {ono leſs to love God and Mammon, 
Matth,6.24. Col.3.1,2, 1 john2.15. Jam.4.. 

5: Miny perſons cele>rate and admire 
the Verrues of chem that are dead, yet can- 
not endure the ſame Vertues in them that 
are living, atth. 23.29 32, and thus 
Many that were envied while they lived have been 
Sainted when dead, | 

52 Some that .dare nos make a trade of * 
fin; will yet make a-recreation of it now 
and then : They- love what they do not 

( perhaps dare n:t ) practice 5 they are con- 
tcemplative fianers , and play with wanton 
thoughts and wiſhes, Jer. 4. 14 

53 The Covztous live poor to die ricit : 
but what a miſtake and mil-{aying tis, to 
fay. (uch a man died worth ſo many thous 
ſands, when he left ic all behind him! he 
had been rich indeed, 1f{ 1n the ſenſe of the. 
Apoſtle, 1 77m, 6, 18, 19.) he had f(entiit to 
Heaven afore-hand : 'T # probable he died the * 
prarer for leaving ſ1 much behind him : and in- 

| deed, 
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Or, Helps to Piery.. 


deed, no man dics rich (unleſs rich.in graces 
in faith and good works > while he lived) 
burthe rich depart-as pgor. and naked as a- 
ny, and leave their WeaJrh to others, 1,71, 
6. 6,7, 8, 4 8 F = Py. 


5+ Tac Platonicks ſay , that the:Sonl as 


lixe a Charior drawn with two Holes. 
whereof the one ( the Rational Part ) 1s fair 
and 2eherous ; theother ( the Senſual Y: de- 


tormed and reſty : bur its moſt evident; thas: | 
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not only the inferiour Faculties , burthe Sus » 


I alſo arc corrupted , otherwile-the 


nteriour could not draw them away; The- 


mind is free, and cannot {in , but from it 
{elf > rhough urged and tempted by others : 
Net o»ly fleſh, but ſpirit « filthy , 2 Cor, 1. 7. 


And the Apoſtle prayes , that they mightbe - Y 
lanQtified, nor only 1n body , bur in ſoul and - + 


{pirit, x Theſſ. 5. 23, 


55 Grace is a Pazoply or Proof-Armour 


of Defence againſt remptations and rroubles, 
Eob. 6. and a Paradiſe of all pleaſure, Prov, 
Jo P73 £3 Þ 

56 The World ro rome is the good mans 
hope , and the bad mans fear , .i Cer. 1'5% 
19. Numb.,.23.10. 2 Cor. 5. iT. And ts 


: obſervable , that rhere's no Religion , -but 
hatle+ inſtirured forae kind of Heaven, ar _ 
Es - H Hel: 
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ſurpaſſeth (as well as paſſeth ) Judgment, 


104 Things worth thinking on : 


— ——— 


Hell”, places of reward and puniſhment , (utable | 
to its ſelf. | 2 i 
57 Gods Word for things is the Chris I 
Hogs Reaſon (and 39395 fignificth both ord 
and Reafo; for the VVord is the reaſon of 
Faith ) and his Teſtimony istheir Demon» 
ſtration, Heb, 11. 3. No mans( «ung «29 ) 
faying is to be compared with Thws ſaith the 


53 Pride, Envy, and Malice , is the De- 
vils-ftn ;. and ſuch a man as is poflelt of 
theſe, 1s poſleſt as rcally as (and it may be 
more-dangerouſly than) any Demonack , 
John 6. 70. 2 

$9 Every man 
reſpeRer of perſons ; for that 
ver- be fair , where affeCtion is J 


9, and 


Lev. 1g. I5. | | 
60 The poor mans detained penny is | | 
a plague in the rich mans purſe , Fames 5, | 
3» 4- | 

61. The proud man hath no God , Ex. | 
5. 2. Pſal, 12. 4, The unpeaceable may | 
hath no. Neighbour , Luke 16:29; The 
«:ſtruſtfal man hath no friend, Prov.-2710." 
but the 4ſcontenced -rman hath not himaſclt, 


Luke 21,16, | 
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\ 62 It we. temper not our affe&ions, 
they. { to be ſure ) will diſtemper us : be» © 


ware of them ; for where the wind of tem- 
pration and the 7] yde of corruption meer , 


cis exceeding dangerous , Matthew 26, ©: 


I6, 


63 Untried Vertues are doubtful , Tt may | 
be, they that fa not when there is none , ©" 


would fin if thcx2 were an occaſion : Bur 

Chaſtiry in Youth, | as in Jeſeph ; Tempe= 

rance 1a plenty , as in Damel: Bounty in 

poverty , as in them of Macedorra, 2 Cor, 

4 $ are Martyrdomes without Blogd- 
ed. 

64 It may be ſaid of Morality ,: as .it is of 
the Air ; compare it with the Heavens ,: tis 
2 kind of Earth ; . but with the Earth ,- and 
tisa kind of Heaven. Ort as its ſaid of the 
Spirits in our bodies ; compare them with 
the Soul, and they are but Body ; bur with 
the Body, and they are a kind of Sonl. So 
(ompare e Morality with Drvinity , and 'tis but 
ſenſe ; but with Senſuality , an 
Mark To. 21, | 


65 A Chriſtian ſhould be-xeady te take up 
the Croſs, to bear the Croſs , to embrace the. * 
Croſs, to love the Crols , yea, toglory inthe, 

ſhip nor adore, 


Croſs ; but ſhould never worſt dare, 
the.Croſs of Chriſt ; cha is due to Chrilt ,. 
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who was crucified on the Crofs , 1 Cop. 2, 
= ; 
66 Many perſons pray (as S. Anftiv 
confefleth he did before his Coverſion ) as 
if they were (not only unwilling, but ) as 
fraid to be heard , and-hear as if they were 
afraid ( or had-no mind) to learn, and 
learn as if afraid to do, and do as if afraid 
to. pleaſe God, and pleaſe too but our of 
fear, and fear more the evil of ſuffcring 
than of ſin, and are afraid of fin more as 
*tis againſt them , than as 'tis againſt God, 
Pal, 51.4. ; | | 
67 We have our wriwckles as well as 
ſpots ; and if Chriſts waſhing us in his Blood 
doth beſt fetch out. our ſpots , ſtretching us 
on his Croſs of ſuffering will beſt ferch out 
our wrizckles, Fphcſ. 5. 26, 27, Heb. 12, 
 - 
68 Some things God teacheth us , not 
by Example , but by Command ( as all be- 


dily Vertues , if I may ſocall them ) other. 


things he teacheth us by Command and 


Example alſo ( all ſpiritual wvertues, as Loves. 


Holineſs, &c.) in obeying them weare his 


* 


Servants , but in following theſe we are his, 


children , Eph. 5.1. Soon the other hand, 
there arc ſome fins, which the Devil doth: 
not at, but command ( as Riot, Intem-* 

PCLAnces. 
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Or, Helps to Prety. IO7 -- 
perance ,: Bodily fins.) 1n theſe men are bur 
-Þ his{laves, Epb. 1.2. 2 Tim. 2.26, but 0- 
*tÞ ther ſftns he not only commands, ' but a&s 
asf too ( as Pride, Envy, Malice, ſpiritual wick- 
a*  eaneſs ) in theſe men are his children (as {he 
[CY kim as any thing ) and not the leſs like him 
d becauſe his ſons, bur the MOLTC 3 John 8. 44. | 
df 1 Jobs 3.10, | 
ff 69 Conſidering every man his own 
8 f and other mens miſcarriages , we may rea- 
Sf ſonably conclude, that mans righteouſneſs 
»f is by Faith, and not by innocency , Phil. 
| 3. 9s 

$ - We arc bound no further (as to' our 
df ſelves ) than to bz wiſe and harmleſſe, 
SF 27atth. 10.16, Events are out of ourhand,' 
LY and ſhould be our of our care { Chance rs to 
r trauble exly them th at ſtand upon chance )- 
Þ and theſe two have in all Ages proved:mare. 
{ | prevalent at the long run + than proſperous' 
" | ſucceſſes ; which may ſometimes be the 
” | Dowry , bur never the Inhericance of im» 
| prudent and improvident perſons, Prov.1. 
32. Beſide, it theſe two-{(cem at any time to 
be without Gods Proteftion , they will-ne- 
{| ver be wichout his blefſing., Phil; 1. 29, 
| 28. 35:4 | BT 

4 - 7x Our yery will is adire&ſtateof im-" 
perfeftion, for it japoſeth weakneſs of yg 
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108 Things worth thinking on - 
-azd of love , to be at liberty to chooſe 'goed and t« 
vil; *Tisa mercy that'we may chuſe good , 
but a miſery that we will chuſe evil , Ferem. 
6. 16. | 

72. 'Tis no denial of favour to us , but a 
gracious vouchſatement,thart God will ſhew 
us but his back-parts , Exod, 33. 2c, 23, 
for we cannot ſee his face and live : all exs 
ceeding great and glorious ſights are but oppreſſi- 
ous tows, Tf we cannot behold rhe tace of 
the Sun and gaze on it , but to the blinding 
of our eyes; how much more would it pur 
them out, if God ſhould ler out his full 
glory and light upon us! and truly as that 
15 a kindneſs: to us , fo tis , that God will 
| ſhew us but the back-parts of our fin, ( e 
nough to humble ms ) tor we could no more 
look: them than Go: in the tace and live: F 
As God would aſto: th usto dearh with his 
( to 25 now mv1ifible) glorious beauty , ſo fin 
would fright us todcarh with ics ugly defors 
mity, Rom. 7. 9. 

. 73 Some men have committed ſuch fins 
not oaly as they never thought they ſhouldy 
bur as they have proteſted ag1inſt with abs 
horreacy and ſcorn ; wicacſs Hazaet and! 
Peter : *Tis good therefore ro watch an& 
pray: [leaſt we-enter into rempration ; t0+ 


-diſtruſt our ſelves, and rto be humble , _ 


wh * 
_— : 
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+ than ever they thought they ſhould be able 

- | to cndure, as Mr. Saunders the Martyr: fo © 3 

fF thar as 'ris good to diſtruſt our {clyes, 'tis  * 3 

28 good to truſt God ', and wait for grace "o 

£Y from him to our ſcaſonable relict ,, Heb. 4, + 

I 16. Pi, 4, 11,13. 2.Cor. 12.9. Yea,» his 

tY grace is not only ſufficient for us, bur coy © 

LY ables us to att more good than. wexake non  _ *- 

-F tice of in many things : bur Ged.knawsar © 3 

*8 and will make it known , Matths 25, 358 = 

'F --- 45. From whence we may, learrthis 4 

Sf ailo, that the goodneſs which we. ſhem#9: a 

| char areChriſts, exterds farther than wetheu p67 Ol 

"| for , even. to Chriſt himſelf, as he 1s pleagd ; 
to reckon 1t : ſo that, ro Heb. 13: 2: Be.zot 

| forgetful to entertain ftirangers , for thereby ſame.  *Þ 

| have entertained Angels uawares; I may add, 7 

| thisalſo, ſome have entertained Chriſt:Je« = 

| ſus, chough unawarcs. - YT 

| _ 74: The forwardneſs of Childrens ins: 

{| clinations*to fin, -appears by cieic_readis;. 

7 aclſs to att before *r75 raught them , and by 

*X H 4 their 
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their carly _lcarning the fin that's taught 
them before they krow what ts : how cally 
they a&,pride by ſhewing 'and by being 
ſhewn , where they are fine; and revenge 
by giving 'a' blow to ſtrike another with; 
and /yizg , notonly by denying , but. excu- 
fins their' fin, and putting it off (as Adam 
did) to others ; as, twwas not TI, 'twas ſuch 
an one :as they are begot and broughtforth, 
fo they a in the Image of finful man, Pſa. 
FB. 3. 

75 There is a Kind of omnipotency in 


grace, for itefftcs the reſurre&ion of them 


who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Eph. 2. 
1,--- 6. and not only Chriſt thar ſtrength- 
ens , bn the perſon (through Chrift frength- 


 ening of hm )that 1s ſo ſtrengrhened can doall 


things , Phil, 4, 13. 


76 How many (alas! ) chufe rather to 


be wicked which is their {in, ſhame; and pu- 
mfhment,than to be good. which is their du- 
ty,reward and glory, Pſa/.19.11.Phil.;.19, 

77 Tobewiſe below what 1s written , is 


robe bur voorly wiſe ; but tobe wiſe aboye._ 
what is writren is to be richly fooliſh, 1, Cer, 


4.6. "rio 
78. Contentment is the £1:xar and; Onnt- 


eſſence of : Happiveſs , the Philoſophers Srone | 
that tirns all into Gold : The Cliriftians' 
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Grace, which makes every condition good; 
Phil. 4.1, The poor man is rich with it, and the 
rich man 1s poor | without ut : This alwayes. 
makes a man as rich as he deſires to be; 

and certainly he knows not whar he as, | 
that demands more, 1 Tim. 6. 6,8; 


79 Where ever we live, we may "and 
ought to live well, though we ſuffer evil. 
There were Sainrsin Nere": Houſe, Phil. 4.” 
22. And Antipas lived and diced well, even 
where Satans Seat was under his very Noſcs. - 
Revel, 2. 13, EC SEES 


8 *'Tis aclear, b#t a ſad figs, that hows 
perſons ſit under the uſe, yer that they-arc; . 
not under the power of Ordinances, white: FF. 
they abide under the power of corruption): 
Gal, 4 20. Ezck, 33,31. | 


S1 'Tisg00d to be civil to all, uſeful:t6 
many, Known to few, enemy to none, and 
friend to What 1s neX: to' none; ts ore Or tWO, 
lg, at the moſt, and they need be wiſe, 
Or 


.T hough every thing may love, yet "tis arm «, 
He canrot be a Friend that is a Fool. 
" 


$2 Kany have wic enough to aſe;if they” 


: nad bur it caough to: uſe 1 it welt : or ſfome- 
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be: men have-good wits;.if wiſe: men had:them 


in keeping :-bur ill-uſed-wir (or playing the 
foolinwit) is worſe than folly, Ferem. 4. 22. 
Iſa. $. 203 21, > 87> ; os 
| 83 Jnthe Creation God is a God withour 
us; in providezce, he is God aboveus;' in the 
Law, 2 Cod againſtus ; in Hwſelf, inviſible 
rous; but in and only ia Chriſt Jeſs he is /ne- 
mainel, Cod forus and God with us, Match, 
£32. WE 6 
3 The Spouſe of Chriſt hath the privi- 
| ledge of being under Covert-barz ; fo that 
if Saran will. enter an Aion, or .com- 
mence- a 'Suit' againft the Spoufſe;. ir muſt - 
be entred - againſt Chriſt her Husand, 
who / will certainly Nonſuit and” Caſt 
. the Devil, as he hath often done : So that 
though the Devil be the. Accuſer of the 
- Brethren, yer Jeſus Chriſt js their Ad- 
vocate : and: his Interceflions and Plead- 
ings for them prevail 'more witly God, 
than: the Devils - Accuſations and Im- 
pleadings of them, Row. 8. 31,----- 


35. = 
85 The King-Propher David, ſaid; that. 
he ſhould not be aſhamed when hehrad re- 
{pet covall Gods Commandments, Pfat. 
119. 6; but alas! of how many'may *we |} 
ſay, that taey ars aſhamicd to = ta > 
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ſhew Fas to any of his Co nandn —> = T 


86 As Jeſus Chriſt the righteous :tsth : 2 g- - 


belieyers Lord, fo allo he is che Lord chi 


righteouſneſs, Jer. 23, 6. 1 Cor. I .3O.7 +; 


87 Nothing but che wounds and: the 


blood of Jeſus can heal che wonnds of cons - 
ſcience, or a woundcd ſpirit, /ſa. 53.5. Lulg 


18. 1 John 1. 7. 


88 Bleſflednefs and Salvarion is ama | 
to many. things, Hatth. 5, Heb.6;g:be- 
cauſe ſome can better diſceen one qualificas * 


tion than another ; bur whoever will. be! bleſs: 


ſed or ſaved, muſt bring his Ticket with hims 
one or other thing to which Salvation us annexed, 1 


$9 *Tisan 11! ſftgn not to be chaſtenedy © 


—_ a worſe not to bear chaſtening, 05 
12. 


wh "Tis poſſi ble for a man by ſtrength of w_— 
memory to remember all or moſt of whats - 
ac hears at a Sermon, aud yet to be ( forialb. 
char) a forgetful Hearcr, James 2. 235ue> "a 


25Js 


is yethe knowes nothing as he oughtra- 
Knowz/': Cor. 8. 2, beizg 1gncrant of hu own: 


1g nOrRRCe 2 tis true we may quickly have 2 


knowledgeenough ro make us inexcuſable;; 


Rom, 1. 2, but neyer too much to make us. £ 2 


better a Cor, 8, I, 2, 3» 13 
93 God | 


91 If any man believe he knows enough 


E . 84 Things worth thinking on : 
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92 God;though he be abſ{olure Lord, ye: 
1s pleas'd to annex reaſons to his Precepts, 
that he may draw us to obedience with the. 
cords of aman, Hef. 11. 4. andalſo to teach 
the molt mighty, to rule by reaſon and not 
by will only, tor the Almighty God doth 
ſo, Epheſ. 1..11.. 

93 Divine Authority is to. {way us above 
our realon , yea. reaſon tcacheth us that 
God 15ito- be b:lieved and obeyed in the 
things for which we can ſeeno reaſon bur 
this (wh ch ts a great one.) that hetells us 
and commands us {o : and hence itis thar 
the. Lord hath fo fcverely puniſh't mens 
cranſgrefliing polttive Laws of Divine 
Taſticurion, called (by the School-men) Vo- 
luatary Precepts: for in commanding them, 
Gods abfolme Authority, and in obeying 
them mans obedience molt clearly ap- 
pcars. 

- -94 | Iis obſerved by the Lord Vernlam, 
that there was never a miracle wrought to 
convert a't Arherſt, becauſe the Light of na- 
rure might have led him to confeſs a Dey ; 
but many have been wrought ro convert I-: 
dolaters and (uperſticious perſons, becaule 
no lighr of nature declares the true Worſhip 
and Will o:Gad. bY + RR 

93 All thoſe things which we makefo; 
LK." much -* 
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— —— 


| 3" Helps to'Prety. mas; 
much of, are but Martality upheld by ſenfe 


and fancy, for a tew mimues -* they areras* 


cher ſcen rhan telt, courred than enjoyed ; 
and many times prove like baggage to an 
Army, [mpedimenta Vitlorie,the hinderances 
of Victory, Matth..19. 23. 1-1: 

56 Some deſire to know, only to know, 
that's Carroſity ; ſome - that they may be 
known, that's Vamiry ; ſome to make profit 
of their knowledge,that's (ovetouſneſs ;{ome 
to edifice and profit themſclves, that's Wiſs 
dome ; ſome to terter others, that's Charny 5: 


but ſome ( which is bcſt of all, being _ 
Wiſdom and Love) that they may pleafe. 


God. 
97 Ouly Grid u rot taught: by experience; all 
men ( both wiſe and toolſh ) have it for 


their School-Miſtriſs. God is ſo Wiſe:and 


All-Knowing as to be abov? it, and not to:. 


necd it :but no man ſo wiſe, who may rot be 


wiſcr than he iS, ard rore but fools think of her- S 
wiſe, The beſt growing in experience :isto/ 
grow in Grace, and the knowledge of our» 


Lord and Saviour, 2 Per. 3.18. _ L 


98 He who doth cvil for a good endHotli . - 


religtouſly ferve rhe Devil ; and he who 
doth that which is gocdin it ſelf for an ewl 


end, doth (what in him lics ) make Gedro ©. 
ſerye the Devil; they both 45n in the agg v4 
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iz6 Things worth thinking on - 
of the Lord, andat rhe coſt and-charges of 
Divinity, Rom, 3. 8. Jeb» 16, 2, - 
99 Hethar finneth, and looketh without 
repentance to eſcape - Hell, ſeparates the end 
from the mans ; and herhat without faith 
and obedience looks for Heaven, doth ſepa- 
rate the means from the end: + both pervert 
Gods Word and Providence, Luke 13. 3. 
Heb, 11. 6. Heb.5.9. 
1c0 [nHeaver is only reſt without labour, 
"Heb, 4. 9. Rev. 14. 13. In Hell js only reſt- 
leſs pain and torment, Luke 16. 23. and fin 
makes the Earth ( which is a middle ſtate be- 
tween both). more like to Hell than Heaven, 
it being a place of ſorc travel, Eccl. 1,13, 
and 4. 8. and 5.16, 17. 


c_—_— 


0 EO 
_ Fifth Century. 


Artha's many things,and Mary's 
one thing, ſcldom conſiſt co+ 
gether, Lake 10. 414 42, © 
_ ». God hath mvſt uſually brought jadge-, 

meat on the World, when they haye beca. * 
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of Tris their genius, and gratifyug the 
| ſenſual and carnal appetites in cating,drin ghee 
it | ing, &c. Asin Neab's and Let's time; on 
d | the Old World ; S9domand Gomagr eh on 
h Job's Children , Belſhazzar, &c. Se | e Iſa.y. - 
- | T1, 12,13, Jer. $1. 39,5--57. Arwas 6, YN 
nt | 7. Zach. x. 15. and fo hewill come Sal 
3, Juſt fo, eMatth. 24. Fr 49, 59. Take ced 
therefore to. your ſelves, lelt at any time 
» | your hearts be over-charged with ſurfering 
d and drunkenneſs, and cares of. this life, and 
2 | ſo thatday come upon you UNAWAICS: Luke 
- 21, 34, 4 Theſſ..3. | 


7 3 Inall matters of pleaſure ws joy, the. © 23 
—_— the union is, the more is the delights © = 
The preſence of a friend yeelds more con+28 
x tent thanthe abſence,and the embraces-more--. 
. thanthe preſence: ſo in outward Lehenchole be 
of Incorporation are more than thoſe* 
Adhefion ; as'tis more natural ro delight 
in oHr meat, than in our garments, the one? - 
being-inward union to encreaſe our bows 
the other ourward, and only to prote@it. 
This is evident in ſpiritual joys Ladies 
. ſures, which ariſe from union with: at 
and the-Truths-.of, the Goſpel, !'which are : 
 maxeunited roour Souls by Faith; thadby 
Sea and: haye ag anſycrable joy, .1 Peas © 
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118 1 hings worth thinkin f 01 : 


'1, 8. Onur. Union with Him and his Truth here, 
that our joy may be full, 1 John x. 4; but our 
unton being not ſo cloſe, our joy 1s not {o_ 
full as twill be hereafter, P/a!. 16: 11. Mar. 
25,21, here our Maſters Joy enters into us, 
who can comain bur litrle of it ( qurcquid 
recipitur , recipitur ad modum recipients ) but 
then we ſhall enter into it, where our ſouls 
will have ſcope cnough, and an infinite O- 
cean of joy to {ſwim in roall Erernity: Then 
Sight will be a nearer Union than Faith is 
now, and moreabove it than Faith is aboye 
Senſe and when we ſee him as he is we ſhall 
b2 like him, 1 John 3. 2. 


4 Cod dclighred more (in his Vids than 
uw his F:at), that his works were good, than. 
thar they were;and therefore the Day of his 
Reſt or Sabbath, was mare holy thanthe 
Days of Working, Ger. 2. 2, 3. and weour 
{clves find that a Review and Contemplation 
of a good A affords more joy than the meer Atti- 
-v, Let us therefore when we havedone a 
2ood Work, ask our hearts if, and ſeethat 
it bewell done. rey nd ora vicl 4 

5 Our murability and . affeAXing; of 


Variery doth argue our imperte&tron. 
That G4 ( who is all ) ſhould not'content 
* , 7s ot more ſt-ange than ern; VYe . 
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are compgunded, and all things(b#t God)are 
ſo, which ſpeaks both their and our defeQs+ 


We arc ia love and purſuit of many things, 


and eſteem not God more than Heayen and 
Earth; . we may ſay wedo,bur the lowipg of 
Oxen andbleating of Sheep(to allude to that 
of Samnel to Sax!) our hankerings and hone- 
ings after other things, doth bur too plainly 
declare, that in praQice, fruition and fſarif= 
facion,it.1s not fo. Twill never be wel with 
us, NOT can We be at caſe, fill our hearts and 
{ouls can and do ſay intruth,as Pſal.73.25. 
6 Philoſophy cels us that the whole courſe 
of our Life ſhould be a Meditation of Death, 
but Dewinity tels 5 more, that it ſhould bee a 
continual. {5-5 ro God (the beFt preparati=. 
on for death.) that when ,we die, we mayeJiye 
with God, which 1s beſt of all, Phile1.23. 


wo / Though believers arc not(all of them)de< © 
livered from the Earth of the Grave, yet they. _ ,_ 7? 


are from.the Hell of the Grayec, 1 Cor. 15. 
S4f:S8 ou ig Pogo other ad, 

8 Aman that is tender of his conſcience, 
will never be: prodigal of his credit: for as a 
200d conſcience is a continual fcaſt\togivea 
man a. cheartul heart, ſo a good Name is a 
precious. ointment, to give him a. cheartul 


Cauntenance,. 2 Core I. I2.Prov, 15,30. Eco | 
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to Things worth thinking os: 
- 9 Words recetve weight from manners, 
and a mans ſpeech is often better believed for 
his lite, than for his learning : A mer may 
preach hes heart ont, before hee can preach avy. 
thing into the hearts of the people, if they do udt 
Ithe ard love bims, As inPhylick;to have a good 
opinion of the DoRor,doth incline us tolook 
after rhe preſcriptions, and alſo adyantages 
the operation of the Medicine ; ſo in Preache 
ing (and Writing of good Books (which are 4 
k ind of Phyſick for the Mind )) a good opinion 
of the Man, doth much facilitate andhelpon 
the reception and influence of the Truths de- 
hvered. Herheretore that would win rhe af-: 
fetion of any, muſt approve himſclkto (0 
their hnmonr , bat) their judgement ; and hee 
that would prevail- with their judgement, 
muſt approve himſelf ro their affe&tion : for 
if judgement be prejudiced, we are not hike to wih 
and gain affettion, nor if 'affetvon be diſlaſted,are 
we lthe to convince their judgement. The Goſpel, 
preacht with a Goſpel ſpirit and life, is moſt 
"like to prevail with being moſ? true and 
: lovely,which are the obje&s of Underſtands. 
ing and Will,and AﬀeQions, 2 1 OY 
10 God ſeems to regard and reward'our 
ſufferings, more than our doings forhe pros 
miſerh a: reward buraccording to out wotks, 
Jer.17-10.but astoſufferingsa great egy | 
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Matth, 5. 12. a far more excecding, ezvernab +! 


weight of gloty, 2 Cor.4. 17+ and the-exalta« 
4 | tion of Chriſt himſelf, isacrributed rathor 49 
3 | his Self-denial and Suffering, than to his do= 
Of Ng, Plul. 2.8390 : ; | * 
xd 11 The rſt thing that Chriſt complain'd of 
k | (after he went to Heaven)as being concern'd 
es | tor it, was want of love to, yea, enmity againſt bis 
people, Aﬀts 9.4- and the next- thing, wasthe 
4 | decay andcoldneſs of his peoples love,Rev.2, 
n | 4. indeed hee-wasa Prophet, and his words 
n 


were true, atth.24.9,—1 3. 

12 For a Concluſion, what I ſhall further 
| ſay, ismuch-what the ſame as one before me, 
at the end of ſome meditations of his, hath 
{aids viz. How eafie is pen and paper piety > for 2 
one to writercligioufly!. I will not ſay,git coſts 
nothing, bar "tis far more'eaſte and cheap tg: © # 
work ones head than heart into goodneſs; to 
write an hundred Meditations and Scatcnces, 
| rhanto ſubdue the leaſt ſin in ones ſoul. Be 
> | pleas'dalſo to knowythat 'tis as eaſie:anth cheap 
| (if aot more) to read as towrite of Piety, And 
' | therefore wee-ſhquld both lookto it, chat I. 
| writenotztharthon read norin vain; leſt my 
writing and thy reading,riſc in jndgementas. . 
{| gainſtmeand thee And as I chink we ſhould. © 
not onthis account forbear ro write or ready © 
ſo becauſe of this we ſhon!d be the more conſer= ©: 
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entiow3n botb, that wee may profit by ir, and 
give up.our accounts with joy and not with 
rick, The excellency of Divine Things is 
not in'preaching or hearing, Writing or rea- 
ding, praying for or profefliag of them,but 
in having of and profiting by them; which is, 
when we are delivered to the Truth, taught 


us, in, by,and from the Goſpel, Roms 6. 17. . 


Confider what 1 ſay, and the Lord 
etvethee Underſtanding in all 
things, 2 Ti, 2.7. 


Amen. 
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